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Senator Lawrence, Representative Zeigler and distinguished members of the Jomt Sunding

Committee on Fnergy, Unlites, and Technology,

My name 1s William Harwood, here today as Public Advocate, to testify netther for nor agamnst 1.D
1830, “An Act to Advance Maine's Clean Fnergy Goals.”

The OPA supports our ongoing efforts 1o reduce our dependence on natural gas and promote
renewable energy. Speatically, where ratepaver subsidies are needed to promote renewable energy, the OPA
supports the comperiive bidding program administered by the PUC. As designed, this program should resul
in a subsidy that s no larger than necessary for the developer to buld and operare the renewable project.

However, the OPA 15 opposed 1o provisions that increase the subsidy bevond the minimum amount
needed by the developer. Specttically, the ( P A opposes provisions that hmit elioibihiy for participating I
competitive bidding or adjust the PUCTs scoring that will add ro the overall cost ta ratepavers as well as the
requirements that the project pri wide environmenral benefits will increase the cost to ratepavers.

Our Office also has concerns regarding hmutng the program to 375 of retatl elecrrcity sales. Is tha
the right amount of solar? Instead, the OP A suggests directing the PUC to limit the size of the program and
the amount of energy procured under the program il the cost wall impose an unreasonable burden on
ratepavers.

Thank you for vour nme, attention, and consideraton of this restumony. The Office of the Public
Advocate looks forward to working with the Committee on L1 1830 and will be available for the work

session to assist the Committee in its consideration of this bill.

Rcspcctfully submuitted,

William S. Harwood

Public Advocate



