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LD 1881 is the product of a five-month series of meetings that began in November 2022 that

included representatives from state agencies, conservation

industry The participants discussed potential impacts of reng

roups, and the solar energy
wable energy development on

wildlife habitat and agricultural lands, examined requirements under current law to
compensate for those impacts, and slowly pieced together the bill language that i1s before the

committee today

Stakeholders met eight times between early November to la
consensus on every section of the final bill, significant portio
recommendations made by all parties, including representat
1s especially supportive of the bill’s proposed creation of a “g
Under the current law, the only process available to compen
can lead to less-than-ideal outcomes This new fund will proy
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, and it 1s difficult to craft

legislation to make all sides happy However, LD 1881 succeélsfully balances the competing ,

goals of renewable energy development, wildlife habitat pro
conservation By design, many of the bill’s specific requireme
rulemaking after additional feedback from the various staket
LD 1881 will position Maine in a better place to support rene
consistent with other important land use values
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