
�������������������������� 

t 

:2 e 
e ' All EMF- IE4)»./l~l[Y‘ CC1l\lP,“\l\:‘ ~- —~- 

May 10, 2023 

Senator Henry Ingwersen, Cha1r 
Representatrve B1llPluecker, Cha1r 

Commlttee on Agnculture, Conservatlon and Forestry 
100 State House Statlon 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Re: Testlmony in opposltion to LD 1881, “An Act Regarding Compensation Fees and 
Related Conservation Efforts to Protect Soils and Wildlife and Flsheries Habitat from 
Solar and Wmd Energy Development and High-impact Electrlc Transmlssion Lines Under 
the Site Location of Development Laws” 

Senator Ingwersen, Representatrve Pluecker, and members of the Agrrculturé, Conservatlon and 
Forestry Comrmttee 

My name 1s Jeremy Payne and I am a pr1nc1pal w1th Cornerstone Government Affalrs Group 
here to testlfy 1n opposltron to LD 1881 on behalf of our cl1ent the Mame Renewable Energy 
Assoclatron (“MREA”) 

MREA 1s a not-for-profit assoclatlon of renewable energy producers, suppliers of goods and 

serv1ces to those producers, and other supporters of th1s mdustry MREA members sustamably 
manufacture eleetnclty from solar, wmd, hydro blomass and t1da1 

MREA was pleased to be asked to _]O1I1 and partrclpate 1n the stakeholder conversatlons alongslde 
the sponsor, regulatory agencles, and other conservat1on and envlromnental orgamzatrons The 

d1scuss1ons were mformatwe, collaboratlve, and largely productlve —however, we ultrmately 
find ourselves not able to support a ma] or expansron of regulatory rev1ew wlth flawed data that 
would gu1de th1s process and dr1ve up costs and unpred1etab111ty for renewable energy pro] ects 

and electnc mfrastructure. 

LD 1881 mtroduces a new regulatory structure for wmd, solar and transm1ss1on l1nes requrnng 
financral compensatron for progects on prame agnoultural sorls and S01lS ofstatew1de srgmficance 
as desrgned by the Natural Resources Conservatron Servlce (“NRCS”) The NRCS data 1s very 
broad and not s1te-specrfic, and 1n fact thelr own documents statel 

GM_430 - T|tle 430 - $Ol| Survey 
402 6 Llmltatlons on Use and D|str|but|on of Soul Survey Information 
A So|l surveys seldom contam detanled s|te-speclfic |nformat|on and are not 
designed for use as pr|mary regulatory tools In s|te-spec|f|c perm|tt|ng dec|s|ons, 

— but are useful for broad regulatory planmng and flpf3ll(~2fll30fl ~Off|c|al So|l Survey 
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lnformat|on |s publ|c mformatlon and may be mterpreted by organ|zat|ons, 
agenc|es, un|ts of government, or others based on the|r own needs, however, 
users are respons|ble for the appropruate appl|cat|on of so|l survey |nformat|on 

Durmg the stakeholder meetmgs we repeatedly expressed our 01316011011 to usrng NRCS data for 
state regulatory deoisrons grven what 1s acknowledged by U S Department of Agrrculture — we 
remarn dlsappomted th1s language st1ll contemplates usrng 1t to underprn regulatory decrsrons 

Ultrmately, layermg on new regulatron and m1t1gat1on payments W111 mcrease costs, and those 
costs W111 be borne by Mame consumers The next tune clean energy 1s procured through a 

competltrve b1d process, adrmnrstered by the Marne Pubhc Utrhtres Commlsslon; clean energy 
compames W111 need to burld 1n two new costs 1) potentral mrtrgatron payments for 1mpacts to 

agrrcultural lands, and 2) the hrgher financrng costs due to some of the regulatory uncertamty 
thls legrslatron would rntroduce. 

We should pr1or1t1ze pol1c1es to reduce energy costs, create revenue opportun1t1es for landowners 
and farmers, and offer reasonable and predrctable outcomes for applrcants 

We do not ob] eet to the creat1on of a m1t1gat1on fee program to be admlnlstered by DEP — 1n 

some rnstances, paymg mto th1s fund may produce better outcomes than applrcants needmg to 
search for parcels to~plaee 1n eorrservatron to offset any ecological unpacts of thelr project ~ One 
rtem needmg to be watched carefully W111 be the precrse m1t1gat1on payments requlred dependlng 
on whrch types of acreage may be rmpacted by a project — 1 e , the m1t1gat1on fees must be 

reasonable and not reach levels whrch may k111 the econonncs of clean energy pro] ects 

Governor Mrlls has nghtly hlghhghted the need for Mame to take actron regardlng the hannful 
effects of chmate change — we could not agree more And we also belleve there 1s a need to 
balance development andeonstruetron of renewable energy pro; ects and rnfrastructure wrth 
protectmg what makes our state so speclal However, that balance must ensure that costs to 
applrcants and ultrmately ratepayers remams as low as possrble — and allows Marne to remarn 
eompetrtrve 1n the clean energy marketplace 

For the reasons above, we respectfully urge you to vote ought not to pass regardlng the new 
agrlcultural m1t1gat1on pI'0V1S101‘1S 

Thankyou 
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