
Senator lngwersen, Representatrve Pluecker, and honorable members of the Jomt Standmg 
Commrttee on Agnculture, Conservatron and Forestry, my name rs Jesse Watson, lam a 

resrdent of Rockland and l am here today to testlfy m favor of LD 1825 l founded |\/hdcoast 
Permaculture Desrgn (mrdcoastpermaculture com) m 2009 whrch provldes des1gn and 
plannmg SGTVICGS to homesteaders, farmers and land managers seekmg to steward edrble 
ecosystems usmg sustamable and regeneratlve methods l co-founded the Mame Ecologrcal 
Deslgn School (mameecologrcaldesrgn org) m 2020 to help reconnect people to the 
landscapes rmmedrately around them m profound new ways and to teach them how to plan 
and desrgn a landscape and hfeway that results m the kmd of world we want to bulld for the 
grandchrldren 

Permaculture lS a deslgn phflosophy that emphasrzes m1m1cry of patterns m nature wrth a 

focus on edlble ecosystems and reslhent human ecologres The deslgn process 1s based on 
the scrence of agroecology, the practrces of agroforestry, and lS msplred by tT8dltlOTlEll 
practlces and people Practrces and techmques assoclated wlth permaculture come from all 
over the world and throughout hrstory Lrfestyle, worldvlew and cultural components 
emphaslze responsrbrhty for earth care, people care, farr share and awareness of hmrts 

l’m here to volce support for thrs brll because l support the lmplementatron of the Rrght to 
Food amendment to the constltutron that we passed last year My understandmg 1s that thrs 
blll helps to ahgn the machmery and agencles of government w1th the spmt and Intent of 
the RtF amendment l’m Just a layperson and my understandmg 1s that the RtF amendment 
lS hke the foundatron of a house and brlls hke thus are the walls provrdmg frammg for that 
house 

Tree, shrub and perenmal food crops are more resrhent to chmate change than annual crops 
dependent on so1l trllage They also lend themselves to margmal and slopmg land Palrmg 

tree and shrub crops wlth a phrlosophy of water catchments throughout a watershed can 

lead us toward food-producmg solutlons to challenges of both heavy ramfall and drought 
lmagme frult, nut and SplC8 parks filled wlth food sources that support habltat for wlldllfe 
and human people 

lt makes me glad to see pohcy support for edlble landscapmg on pubhcly owned land to 
support food secunty Mame rs stfll a net lTIlp0l”t€T‘ of most of rts food, and whrle we have 
grown used to lmportmg food from Cahforma and elsewhere that lS a genume secunty 
concern grven the reahty of chmate change and the desertrficatron of the west Mame 
needs to support food producmg skrlls and food productron across the landscape to address 
th1s food secunty habrhty We may expenence t€TlSlOTl and growmg pams durmg thrs 
transltlon back to a local food economy, but 1t 1s work that we must embrace on behalf of 
the grandchrldren Please vote ought to pass Thank you


