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Statement of Support to LD 1817 
An Act to Support Outdoor Educatron by Estabhshmg the Outdoor School for All 

Mame Students Program 
May 10, 2023 

Senator Ingwersen, Representauve Pluecker, and members of the dlstmgulshed 
Comrmttee on Agnculture, Consewauon, and Forestry My name 1s Ke1th 

Crowley I l1ve m the Town of Topsham I am Chewonk1’s VP of Program 
Servlces and a member of the Mame Outdoor School For All network I am 
submlttmg testlmony 111 support of LD 1817 

Mame Outdoor School for All 1s a network of outdoor educatlon orgamzatlons 
that provrde overmght outdoor school programmmg The network began m 2010 
wrth The Ecology School, 4-H, Chewonkl Foundatlon, and later was _]0l1'16d by 
Schoodlc Instltute We expect to be _]01I1€d by other members w1th1n the next few 
weeks The goal 13 years later, is the same and as snnple as 1t was 1n year one 
to ensure outdoor school 1s ava11ab1e to all Mame students 

An outdoor school program 1s a mu1t1-day, hands-on field tnp that combmes team 
bulldmg, envlromnental sclence, and nature-based educatlon Th1s can mean a lot 
of dlfferent thmgs to dlfferent people across the state, but our programs have a 

shared outdoor educatron model based on the followmg prmcrples 
O Integrate systems thmkmg, ecology, and sustamab1l1ty mto our program models
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0 Provlde three-day or longer resldentral (overmght) envrronmental learmng 

programs 
Couple outdoor and m-school expenences over multlple years 
Foster teacher-dnven professlonal development through ongomg collaboratlon 
Have a robust soclal-emotronal curnculum 
Have a foundat1on 1n strong sclence and commumty-based/c1v1cs curnculum 

Glven Mame’s phenomenal rrvers, lakes, mountams, forests, and coastlme, it saddens me 
to know our network serves only 25% of Mame’s mlddle schoolers Oflen these schools 
represent urban areas rather than rural and remote commmntres 

\
I 

Those ch1ldren who are not recelvmg th1s program are at a severe dlsadvantage I’m 
confident that you w1ll hear m other testunony today that these programs. 
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Lead to 1mproved testmg scores, attendance, and student engagement 
Boost a ch1ld's soclal growth and prov1de mentormg 
Improve deepen the relatlonshlp between the school teacher and student 
Support Workforce development through exposmg students to jobs lncludmg 1n 
farmlng, forestry, and educatron
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We are Workmg w1th Senator Brermer and a group of 113 b1part1san leglslators/coslgners 
to fund Outdoor School Programmmg for All Mame Students The states of Washmgton 
and Oregon have recently passed s1m1lar legrslatron 

Our b1ll, LD 1817, 1s yet to be pnnted but represents $6 2 m1ll1on annually to prov1de 
access to th1s program for all students 

Outdoor school programs are qtuckly galmng ground across the country, and Mame has 
the opportumty to be a leader m th1s effort Oregon and Wash1ngton have already passed 
s1m1lar brlls
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I began purstung a career 1n outdoor educatlon at Umty College 20 years ago, and I have 
seen the 1ncred1ble lmpacts outdoor educatron has on chrldren, teachers, and 
comrnun1t1es I must tell you that pursumg th1s b1ll has been an 1ncred1bly rewardlng 
process w1th Mame leaders respondlng pos1tively and eager to share thelr outdoor school 
stones 

Thank you for consldenng th1s nnportant m1ss1on And please reach out 1f you have any 
add1t1onal questlons .
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