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Senator Ingwersen, Representative Pluecker, and honorable colleagues My name is 

Nathan Carlow, I represent part of my hometown of Buxton and a part of Hollis in the 
Mame State Legislature, and I am providing this testimony in strong support of LD 1817 

When I was a student, I had the opportumty to participate 1I1 one of the several outdoor 
education programs available across Mame, but was surprised to recently learn that this 1S 
not a service widely available throughout the State Having had the experience of servmg 

on a school board, I am always hesitant to add more to the plates of our already hard- 
working and dedicated educators, and this bill makes 1t easier for our schools to take 
advantage of existing outdoor education centers These centers have been providing 

outdoor education for decades and they have proven that outdoor education supports both 

the child and the teacher 

For example, I have heard stones about the value of brmgmg the full class into a multiple 
overnight programming at one of these outdoor centers at the beginmng of the school year 

It allows the classroom to build a connection and for the students and teacher to see each 

other in a different light This relationship bmlding sets a strong foundation for the entire 

year so that the teacher and students have a better capacity for learmng together 

But these centers have only been able to provide the opportunities to less than 25 percent 

of Maine students through private funding for scholarships and to schools that have the 

capacity to handle their own fUI1d1'3lS1I1g Th1S 1S the moment for Mame to step up and be 
at the forefront of this nation-Wide movement to support allowing all of our children to 
have the opportumty to learn m our mcredible outdoors and to benefit from this 
programming 

There will be many teachers and students who will testify after me, and their support 1S a 

testament to the need for this mvestment in outdoor education This 1S an mcredible 

opportunity to support programmmg that adds value to our students’ education and adds 

value to our schools’ curriculum 
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In closrng, I would also hke to pomt out that 1t has been 1ncred1ble to see a strong 
b1part1san and brcameral showrng 1n support of th1s b1ll I was pleased to collaborate wlth 

my fnend Senator Brenner on an ed1tor1al that was pubhshed 1n the Press Herald th1s 
past Sunday about the nnportance of outdoor educatlon, and I am heartened by the 
b1part1san nature of th1s effort 

For these reasons, I would ask you to support LD 1817 and vote ought to pass on th1s 
b1ll Thank you to the sponsor for bnngrng forward th1s b1ll and thank you to the 
cornrnrttee members for your work on th1s Comrmttee 

Respectfully, 

Nathan Carlow 
State Representatrve 
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