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Establrshmg the Outdoor School for All Marne Students Program ~\ 

Good afternoon Senator Ingwersen, Representative Pluecker, and members of the Agriculture, 
Conservation & Forestry Commtttee:

r 

My name 1s Drew Dumsch and I’m a resrdent of Saco, Mame and Pres1dent & CEO of The Ecology School, 
a nonprofit outdoor school and envnomnental lrvrng & leamrng center located at the lnstonc 105-acre Rrver 
Bend Fann 1n Saco I am also one of the foundmg members of the Mame Outdoor School for All Network, a 
state-wrde collaboratron of experrentral leammg centers that for the past 14 years has offered multr-day 
overmght programs and fundmg for thousands of students and classroom teachers throughout Mame 

Th1s mormng you’ve heard testrmony m strong support of LD 1817 from your colleagues 1n the senate and 
the house, from the Department of Agnculture, Conservat1on’ and Forestry, from UMarne Cooperatrve 
Extensron, and from leaders 1n educatron and the envrronment And more 1mportantly, you’ve heard fiom 
those who w1ll benefit most from the Outdoor School for All Ma1ne Students program students and therr 
classroom teachers You’\ve heard testrmony focused on workforce development, the mental health of 
Mame’s chrldren, the potent1al for groundbreakrng evaluatron and research 1n 1nnovat1ve educatlon and the 
great 1mportance of celebratmg Mame’s outdoor hentage Th1s focus on agrrculture, forestry and 
conservatron hnked to Mame’s economy and workforce development w1ll be a crucral, lastrng outcome of 
supportmg more experrentral, outdoor educatlon for students, classroom teachers and schools throughout 
Mame through multr-day, overmght outdoor school programs T 

As someone who has been actrve for many years w1th the Marne Envrronmental Educatlon Assocratron and 
the Nature Based Educatron Consortlum, I can attest to the many strong partnersh1ps between pubhc schools 
and nonprofit experrentral educatron provrders that exrst throughout the state and thrs 1mportant work w1ll 
grow and expand w1th the passage of the Outdoor School for All Mame Students b1ll I can also attest‘to the 
fact that the State of Marne 1s seen as a natronal leader 1n envrronmental educatron, conservatron, mnovatron 
1n agrrculture and the programs offered by outdoor schools Just last month Mame’s Senator Susan Colhns 
co-sponsored the federal, brpartrsan No Chlld Left Inslde Act to help more students reconnect w1th nature, 
experrence the great outdoors, and fund educatronal programs that arm to get chrldren outs1de Th1s federal 
act would mclude a natronal p1lot pro] ect for outdoor schools rncludrng the Marne Outdoor School Network 
and LD 1817 W111 place Marne m a top pos1t1on to potentrally recerve these federal funds
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Last week I was at a natronal green bulldmg conference 1n Washmgton, D C and presented a workshop 
focused on outdoor school 1nnovat10n When I ment1oned(that Senator Brenner’s b1ll has 113 brpartrsan co- 
sponsors, the/ re was a loud and very nnpressed collectrve gasp 1n the room My reactron was to srmle to the 
assembled conferees from around the country 1n that room and say, “I13 co-sponsors on a Mame b1ll 1s a 
perfect example of the excrtrng collaboratron and educatron that 1s happenmg 1n Mame nght now because 
gettrng more klds outs1de thrqtgh experrentral programs 1s somethrng everyone can get beh1nd"’ _ 

I strongly urge th1s Commrttee to consrder and pass LD 1817 to support provrdrng students across Mame 
more memorable and rmmersrve experrentral learmng m agrrculture, conservatron and forestry 

Thank you, 
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