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Good afternoon, Senator Baldacci, Representative Meyer, and distinguished members of 
the Health and Human Services Joint Standing Committee My name is Marianne 
Moore l proudly represent Senate District 6, which includes all of Washington County 
along with 16 Communities in Eastern Hancock County as well 

I am here to introduce LD 1729, ”An Act to Reduce Childcare Provider Regulation " 

As Legislators traveling the State, we continue to hear about the shortage of childcare 
availability Time and time again when we discuss the State's workforce shortage, 
childcare availability quicky becomes a point of discussion to get folks back to work 
With the help of the Maine Policy Institute, l put in this bill to propose modifications to 
the Childcare Regulations in an effort to modify current regulations and open 
opportunities for expansion without endangering our children 

This bill amends the laws related to childcare providers as follows 

1 It establishes the Childcare Appeal Review Panel to review and make 
determinations of disputes between the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) and a childcare facility, family childcare provider or nursery 
school relating to compliance with licensing or certification, complaints and 
disputes This gives providers recourse who believe the department or licensing 
board IS acting unfairly against their facility 

2 It requires the department to establish payment rates for childcare services that 
are at least equal to (rather than "up to") the 75th percentile of local market 
rates and requires that payment rates for childcare services for children with 
special needs be higher (rather than ”may be") than the 75th percentile 

3 It establishes a license for a period of 5 years to a childcare facility or family 

childcare provider that has been continuously in operation for at least 5 years 
and has completed satisfactory inspections 

4 It limits an inspection as a result of a complaint to the substance of the complaint 
itself 
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5 It authonzes c0nd|t|onal employment for up to 90 days for an |nd|v|dual work|ng 
In a chnldcare fac|l|ty 

6 lt author|zes a reclplent of a ch||dcare subs|dy pl'0VlCl€Cl by the department to pay 
the dnfference (out of pocket) between the amount of the subs|dy and the 
amount charged by the chlldcare provlder 

7 It amends the def|n|t|ons of "fam|ly ch|ldcare pl’0VldGf," "nursery scho0|" and 
"small chlldcare fac|l|ty" to mcrease the m|n|mum number of chlldren from 3 to 5 

w|thout llcensure In add|t|0n, |f a fam|ly provlder |s car|ng for the|r own chlldren, 
they may watch up to 4 other ch|ldren w|thout neednng certlficatlon (Allowmg a 

nelghborhood babysntter to watch four chnldren w|thout becommg a llcensed 
provlder |s truly the least the State can do to support the ava||ab|l|ty of ch|ldcare 
The latest report from the Nat|ona| Center on Early Chlldhood Quallty Assurance, 
pUbllS|'l€Cl |n July 2022, found that 28 states set the threshold for llcensure at 4 or 

more chnldren whnch are not under the prov|der's guard|ansh|p) 

8 It removes the authorlty of the department to pUbllSh certam |nformat|on 
regardmg an mvestlgatlon on the department's publlcly accesslble W€bSl’E(-3 

9 It requlres the department to develop a plan for a sl|d|ng scale of mcome and 
subs|dy to el|m|nate the so-called welfare c||ff 

10 lt requnres the department to amend lts rules for chlldcare fac|l|t|es and famlly 
ch||dcare provlders |n order to change staff-ch|ld rat|os and change requlrements 
relatmg to |nspect|ons and the l|cens|ng process, among other changes 

We have heard t|me and t|me aga|n durmg DFEVIOUS test|mon|es how onerous the 
l|cens|ng process |s as |t relates to chlldcare provlders My hope w|th thls b|ll IS to make 
changes to the regulatlons |n a way to encourage more part|c|pat|on |n th|s much 
needed vocatlon 

I ask for your support and w|l| attempt to answer any questlons 

Thank youl


