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Senator Baldacci, Representative Meyer, members of the Committee on
Jason Parent, CEO/Ex Direct ’ ’
A?if;’s‘to:.ie é‘oumy Act.ﬁ,?‘,‘:"rf,‘;,a',’,?, |,?cr Health and Human Services, | am Megan Hannan, Executive Director of the
771 Main St Maine Community Action Partnership and the Advocacy Director for the
Poegue Ioie, M 04769 Maine Head Start Directors’ Association, and we support LD 1726 An Act to

Bulld Maine's Economy by Supporting Child Care and Working Families
James Martin, CEO

Sormunity Concepts, Inc Our state’s greatest resource 1s our people, and our state’s policies shape
ates Street 3

Lewiston, ME 04240 people’s possibilities In Community Action, we create conditions that invite
207-739-6553 children to learn and adults to apply their skills, tapping into the hidden

potential in our communities Through our Whole Family approach, we build

Rebecca Palmer, E D
ebecca Paimer, Execulive Director a family’s capacity for sustained stability and economic growth We invest n

Downeast Community Partners

248 Bucksport Road the family’s well-being, we let them dnve their own story, and we have
Ellsworth, ME 04605 tangible success

207-610-5904

Suzanne Walsh, CEQ At its very heart, early childhood education i1s the foundation of a child's

Kennebec Valley Community Action Program future Proven programming like we have in Head Start i1s an intervention to

S waler Street o1 poverty later in life — for the children as the age and for the parents, who

207-859-1579 share in the supports Head Start provides Our classroom teachers,
education technicians and nutntionists all take pride in their work and their

Claire Berkowitz, President & CEO families, they love their work and do it out of that love

Midcoast Maine Community Action

34 Wing Farm Parkway

Bath, ME 04530 Which 1s a good thing, because now, more than ever, they can work for

207-442-7963 more money, with less stress and certainty without cleaning up after

Joe Everett, President & CEO rambunctious children every day at a nearby coffee shop, big box retailer or

Opportunity Alliance local shop This bill would help to rectify this situation in a few ways by

go Lt’tlxle? 'r-tfned ME 04106 doubling the current monthly wage supplement we are able to pay our

2075235055 educators, by professionalizing our dedicated and well educated work force
— caring for and educating our children i1s a calling, certainly, and also a

Kara Hay, President & CEO legitmate and necessary profession, and by strengtheming our overall early

Penquis

262 Harlow St childhood education system, meaning more children are school ready by

Bangor, ME 04402 first grade

207-973-3500

Donna Kelley, President & CEO The success of Mamne’s Head Start classrooms and Pre-K partnerships

Waldo Community Action Partners mean the success of Maine’s families, communities and workforce LD 1726
9 Field St does this and more, and is part of the larger solution we are grasping with in
a0y 1 Maine child and family well-being, reducing neglect and abuse, and

/ strengthening and building strong systems for strong families

Jim Trundy, Executive Director

\{\,{\esc';tﬁm:%?e Community Action, Inc | ask you to also carefully read the electronically submitted testimony of Sue
East Wilton, ME 04234 Powers, my MeCAP colleague and long time early education expert, which
207-743-7763 ts much more detailed Iin the affects these changes will have on early

Carter Friend, Executive Director education in Maine

York County Community Action Corporation
6 Spruce St Thank you for your time and attention

Sanford, ME 04073
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