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May 9, 2023 

Testimony of Rep. Anne Graham presenting 
LD 630, An Act to Ensure Rural Law Enforcement Services in Maine 

Before the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

Senator Beebe-Center, Representat1ve Sahsbury and the esteemed members of the Cr1m1nal 

Just1ce and Publ1c Safety Connmttee, I am Rep Anne Graham and I serve the commumt1es of 
North Yarmouth and Gray I am here to present LD 630, An Act to Ensure Rural Law 
Enforcement Services in Maine. 

Cmnberland Cotmty Comm1ss1oner and former constltuent, Steve Gordon, chatted wrth me 1n the 
produce sect1on of our local Hannaford about the dllemma rural law enforcement are currently 

faclng It 1s my understand1ng that the Ma1ne State Pol1ce have changed how they cover rural 
areas to accommodate lncreased coverage needs elsewhere Accordlng to Comm1ss1oner Gordon, 

tlns has created slgmficant concern for many Sherlffs 1n our beaut1ful, rural Mame countles 

In Apnl, I was able to br1ng together 1nd1v1dua1s who represent the County Shenffs, the Cogty 
Comm1ss1oners, the Chlef of the Mame State Pol1ce, the Comm1ss1oner of Publ1c Safety, the 
Speaker of the House and the Senate Presldent to d1scuss th1s concem Our hope was to pI'OV1d6 

data and develop a plan to address tlns press1ng 1SSl16 that 1s rendenng our back roads, woods and 

fields less safe as law enforcement officers are called to cover other parts of the state 

Alas, th1s task takes a lot of tune and energy to complle and plan I have made a request for th1s 

b11l to be earned over to the next S6SSlOIl and the Pres1d1ng Officers have grac1ously agreed I 

want to thank Speaker Talbot-Ross for allowlng th1s b1ll to be carrled over 

Thank you for your mdulgence Thank you for your very hard workl 
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