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STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

23 STATE HOUSE STATION 
;,<,a,;§1 AUGUSTA, ME 04333-0023 

JANET T MILLS FENDER MAKIN 
covsrmon COMMISSIONER 

May 10, 2023 

Senator Rafferty, Senate Cha1r 
Representatlve Bremman, House Cha1r 
Members of the Jomt Standmg Comrmttee on Educatlon and Culttual Affalrs 

Senator Rafferty, Representanve Brennan, and D1st1ngu1shed Members of the Educat1onal and 
Cultural Affarrs Commlttees 

LD 1799, An Act to Expand Ma1ne's H1gh-qual1ty Early Learnmg and Care for Ch1ldren by 
Increasmg Publ1c Preschool Opportumtres 1n COIIlIIlllI11tl6S._ would create two work1ng 
stakeholder groups staffed by the Department of Educatlon (DOE) focused on expanslon of 
publ1c pre-k and a COIIIIIIISSIOII to study and make recommendatlons on early care and ch1ldhood 
educatlon governance and fundmg The b1ll would also requrre annual reportmg from the DOE 

There have been a number of b1lls (prevlously and m the current sesslon) seekmg to expand 
publ1c pre-k through a mlxed del1very model, and to study or orgamze the governance of early 
care and educat1on, from blrth through age 5 The work proposed m th1s b111 related to publ1c 
pre-k expanslon 1s 1n ahgnment wlth efforts the DOE has been supportmg The Department’s 
work has focused on mcreasmg the number of 4-year-olds served through add1t1ons of 
classrooms, partnershlps w1th commumty prov1ders, and expans1on of programmmg hours from 
part t1me to full day/full week programmmg through the Mame Jobs and Recovery Plan Pre-K 
Expansron Grants (see data below) Add1t1onal1y, Rule Chapter 124 Baszc Approval Standards 
Publzc Preschool Programs, already allows for school admm1strat1ve un1t partnershlps wlth 
hcensed commumty prov1ders such as Ch1ld Care, Head Start, YMCAs, and others 

Public Pre-K Data for 2022-23 
0 6,238 4-year-olds enrolled 1n publ1c pre-k (approxlmately 52% based on Klndergarten 

enrollments) 

0 164 out of the approx1mately 190 Mame SAUs that offer Kmdergarten also offer pubhc pre-k, 
although many are not offenng enough spaces to be consldered umversal 

0 Approxnnately 42% of school adm1ms1rat1ve unlts (SAUs) offer full day/full week pubhc pre-k 
0 Approxnnately 24% of SAUs offer pubhc pre-k m partnersh1p w1th a commumty provlder (e g , 

Head Start, hcensed ch1ld care, etc ) 

0 In the 2022-23 school year, 8 SAUs added pubhc pre-k and l3 SAUs expanded publ1c pre-k 
programmmg For school year 2023-24, 1t 1s antlclpated that 6 more SAUs w1ll add publ1c pre-k 
and 18 w1ll expand 

Fmther, the Preschool Development B-5 Renewal Grant (PDG) recently awarded to Mame’s 
Department of Health and Human Servlces (DHHS) m partnersh1p w1th Mame DOE mcludes a 

number of strategles suggested by the b1ll wh1ch are scheduled to unfold through 2025 These 
strategles mclude 
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1 Formatron of a worklng stakeholder group to study expansron of pubhc preschool, partlcularly 

though the use of partnershrps wrth communrty provrders, and to ass1stw1th the deslgn of a 2-year 

prlot to test pubhc pre-k partnershrp strategres 1n the mrxed-dehvery system Fmdrngs from the 

study and the p1lot wrll mform recornmendatrons for how to support pubhc pre-k dehvery and 
fundrng through a mrxed dehvery system movmg forward 

2 Hrrmg a pre-k pa1tnersh1p spec1al1st 1n the Mame DOE to support mrxed-delrvery preschool 
programmmg through prov1s1on of ongomg techr11ca1 asslstance 

3 Development and prlot of a Kmdergarten Entry Inventory 

4 Focus on art1culat1on agreements and pathways for early care and educatlon credentlahng 

The DOE works collaboratlvely w1th the Office of Chrld and F amlly Servlces (OFCS) and other 
d1v1s1ons w1th1n DHHS that have purvrew over early care and learnmg Addrtronally, the Mame 
Ch1ldren’s Cabmet also provldes a structure for ensurrng mformatlon sharmg and ongomg 
collaboratron across agencres The recently awarded PDG1s a great example of that 
collaboratlon It 1s rmportant to ensure that any leglslatlon about pre-school expanslon 

coordmates w1th the current work of the DOE and OCFS 

It 1s unclear what the v1s1on 1s for how the proposed Commrssron would coordmate w1fl1 the 
other workmg groups or stakeholder groups outlmed m LD 1799 Introducmg a new element to 
the governance structure may have the umntended consequence of settmg back some of thrs 
work so that new members may become acquamted W1th the content area and exrstmg p1'O_]GC'[S 
W1th work m progress, or planned, on many of the act1v1t1es outlmed m the proposed b111, 1t 
would be helpful to prov1de tnne to rmplement the strategres m the PDG (mfrastmcture grant) 
before tmplementmg addltronal stakeholder groups and studylng new governance structures 
We are also open to companng the makeup of the PDG Workgroups w1th the makeup of the 
Workgroups outlmed 1n the b11l to ensure stakeholder alrgnment 

The Department Wlll be avarlable to prov1de add1t1onal mfonnatron on LD 1799 and respond to 
any questrons dunng the upcom1ng work sess1on 

Smcerely, 

Docuslgned by 

B8CA99943DB64AD 
Lee Arm Larsen 
Department of Educatron 
Dlrector of Early Learnmg


