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IN SUPPORT

Senator Rafferty, Representative Brennan, and members of the commuttee, my name 1s Max Provencher
from Prospect, Mame 1 am testifymng today 1n favor of LD 1284

I graduated from Searsport District High School, a public rural high school in Waldo County 1n 2022 1
currently attend Bentley University in Waltham, Massachusetts studymg finance with a concentration 1n
Capital Markets From 2021 to 2022 I served as the Future Business Leaders of America National
Treasurer, which 1s the nation’s largest student business organization with nearly a quarter of a million
members 1 also served as Vice President of the Maine Chapter of FBLA

I care about this 1ssue because FBLA and more broadly access to business education and personal finance
changed my perspective and opened new doors for me I want other students to have that same
opportunity and share that experience

I took a personal finance course m high school and I have spoken with high school students, teachers, and
Career and Technical Education advocates across the country through my experience in FBLA I noticed
that states that required personal finance and provided funding for business education had waterfall
effects and benefits The return on mvestment for requiring personal finance 1s well known and will be
covered by others here today I want to address something that 1s likely not considered Support for these
programs is often accompanied by the opportunity te provide supplement experiences and
organizations like FBLA that shape students' perspectives and outcomes

Lack of existing support for personal finance-related education restricts and limts students’ ability to
participate m Career and Technical Student Orgamizations like FBLA, and himuts their opportunity to gain
skills that can help students build a solid financial life for themselves Nebraska, a state sumilar 1n size to
Maine has a personal finance requirement and they also have nearly 30 times more students participate 1n
Business CTSOs than Mame In addition to preparing the next generation of Mainers for their financial
future passing this bill means providing a foundation for access to auxiliary opportunitics

P

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today I urge you to pass LD 1284

Max Provencher
Future Business Leaders of America



