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LD 273, An Act to Provide Funds to the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Fund 

May 10, 2023 

Senator Rafferty, Representative Brennan, esteemed members of the Education and 
Cultural Affairs Committee, thank you for hearing LD 273, An Act to Provide 
Funds to the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Fund 

This bill steimned from the unanzmously approved LD 1771 Advisory Panel to 
Better Understand and Make Recommendations Regarding the Implications of 
Genome-Editing Technology for the Citizens of the State, which met last August 
through October I was its House chair The bzpartzsan panel was a first-in-the- 
nation consideration of what it means for a state that we can edit genes 1 

Although the panel’s work at times got rather technical with regard to applications 
in medicine, agriculture, the state education system, the state economy, and other 
areas, we also devoted an entire day of work to the humanities In our exploration 
of history, we were reminded how the Nazi obsession with developing a “master 
race” in part grew out of the Eugenics movement in the United States Maine State

? 

Archivist Kate McBrien, for instance, documented that the Third International 
Eugemcs Congress was held in New York City in 1932--before the Nazis took 
power in Germany German scientists and leaders toured the U S in developing 
their “rac1al purity” policies 

1 To put that mto historic context, domestication of animals and plants--caring for and selectmg parents in order to get desirable 
traits in offspring--was the state of the art for over 10,000 years But, in the past few decades, and in particular the past decade, 
with the advent of the molecular tool CRISPR, humanity harnessed a II13._]0l' natural phenomenon It was a discovery on par with 
the hamessmg of fire in primitive days, or the harnessing of wind for travel across the oceans centuries ago, or the hamessmg of 
electrical information on a microchip and advent of the computer age m the 20"‘ century It’s an iimovation on par with the 
harnessing of fn'e in primitive days, or the hamessmg of wind for travel across the oceans centuries ago, or the harnessing of 
electrical information on a microchip and advent of the computer age in the 20“‘ century



Eugenics Congress Announcement 
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Photographs from the early 1900s on Malaga Island, Ma1ne BenJam1n Darllng, a 
free Black man purchased nearby Horse Island 1n the 1790s, a generatron before 
Ma1ne statehood 

An excerpt from the December 2022 report from the LD 1771 Gene Ed1t1ng Panel 

In the early 19005, the State 
1 evicted all of the residents of 1 

Malaga Island, some of 
whom were institutionalized

p 

in Maine School for the 
Feeble Minded During this

% 

same time period, the State 
performed eugenically based A 

steriliaations under both 
I compulsory and voluntary 
laws, including on residents l 

of the Maine School for the 
Feeble Minded 

Maine State Archivist Kate McBrien next shared the history of Malaga 
Island, a small island off the coast of Mame that was home to a multi- 

, race commiuiity trom about I863 until l9l2, and the impact that the 
eugenics movement had on that community The eugenics movement 
armed to increase the incidence within the community of what the 
movement's scientific and political leaders regarded as desirable 
characteristics and to decrease the incidence of characteristics viewed as 
less desirable Influenced by eiigenic theories, a report submitted to the 
Govemor of Maine and the State’s Executive Council in I9] l described, 
using racist ternunology, the people of Malaga Island - a poor, multi- 
race community whose lives had become the Sl1l‘)_|¢Cl of popularly 
disseminated myths including stories of theft, inbreeding and illiteracy 
In I911, the State of Maine decided to break up the community, evicting 
them from the island in an attempt to prevent fiirther procreating and 
possible community growth The State also took title to the island to 

prevent individuals trom attempting to resettle there Some Malaga Island residents were institutionalized 
at the newly opened Maine School for the F eeble Minded, including one entire family By l9l2, the 
community on Malaga Island was gone Dunng this same time period, the State pertbmied eugenically 
based sterilizations under both compulsory and voluntary laws, including on residents of the Maine 
School for the Feeble Minded The popularity of eugenics theories continued to grow in Maine and, in 
l9l7, a report commissioned by the Governor concluded that the 
“intellectual and moral standards of the State‘s inhabitants as a whole may 
be advanced faster and their efficiency be increased by seeking to 
humanely diminish the burden of feeblemindedness "3 While it is easy for 
modem society to dismiss the movement as misguided, Ms McBrien 
observed that throughout the tum of the century and up through the 1940s, 
eugenics-based theories were the leading scientific theories championed 
by doctors, educators and politicians Govemor John Baldacci, Governor 
Paul LePage and the Maine Legislature eventually apologized on behalf ot 
the State and established the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Fund for 

Governor Iohri Baldacci, 
Govemor Paul l..ePage and 
the Maine Legislature 
eventually apologued on 
behalf of the State and 
established the Malaga 1912 
Scholarship Fund I 

3' State ot Maine The Report of Tlie Maine Commrssiorijbr The Feeblemmded and of (lie Sun ey by The National 
Conimilleejai Mental Hygiene, I918, https I/archive orgdctailsircportofmainccomflflnati/pggc:’n7lmode/2up_ 

Advisory Panel To Make Recommendations Regarding Genome-editing Technology - 16 

descendants of former residents of Malaga Island 33 Nevertheless, the lingering effects of the eugenics 
movement remain today Following Ms McBrien’s presentation, the panel paused to take a moment of 
silence to reflect upon the harm the State inflicted on the people of Malaga Island and other 
disadvantaged populations during the eugenics movement. (A copy of Ms McBrien’s presentation is 
included in Appendix I) 

All of the 2022 bipartisan panel’s recommendations were unanimously accepted, 
and one of them was 

District 116 Portland (part)
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Recommendatlon I The State should make every effort posslble to avold 

engag1ng 1n act1v1t1es s1m1lar to the h1stor1cal wrongs that the State 

perpetrated on Malaga Island as well as the h1stor1ca1 wrongs commltted durlng 

the eugenlcs movement 

Th1s b1ll flows from that recommendatlon It’s a remmder of what happened In 

2010, Governor John Baldacc1 made an officral apology on behalf of the State of 

Mame, to the descendants of Malaga Island Governor Paul LePage helped 

ded1cate a memor1al 1n honor of that erased commumty He also proposed havmg a 

scholarshlp fund wlth state dollars reserved for the educatlonal atta1nment of 

descendants of the obllterated commumty of Malaga Island H1s or1g1nal proposal 

was $500,000, but the Legrslature ultlmately appropnated $300,000 when 1t 

created the Malaga 1912 Scholarshlp Fund 1n 2013 

Th1s d1screpancy left deservmg Malaga Island descendants Wlthout scholarsh1ps, 

but LD 273 can fix that 

The prmted verslon mcluded reference to members of federally recogmzed Ind1an 

tr1bes 1n Mame The panel heard testrmony about cultural ann1h1lat1on perpetuated 
agalnst the tnbes 1n the so-called Ind1an Schools whlch eX1sted 1n the 19*“ and 20th 

centurles, founded on the promlse to “K1ll the Ind1an, Save the Man 
” As terr1ble as 

that story 1s 1n 1ts own rlght, 1t’s not partlcularly germane to the tragedy of Malaga 

Island, so I ask for that l1ne to be struck 

Please pass the amended verslon unanlmously Thank you 

D1str1ct 116 Portland (part)



LD 273, An Act to Provide Funds to the Malaga 1912 Scholarship Fund 
Rep. Zager Proposed Amendment 

.. VF , » 

Changes highlighted ‘ 

Be It enacted by the People of the State of Mame as follows 
Sec 1 Approprlatlons and allocations The followlng approprratlons and allocatlons are made 

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF 
General Purpose A|d for Local Schools 0308 

lnrtlatlve Provrdes one-tlme funds for scholarshrps 
w 
for descendants of former fBSld6l’ltS of Malaga Island eg 

The Commrssroner of EdUC8’(lOfi shall award 
rhése“"nIfid§“$ a nonprofit ent|ty to admmlster the scholarshlp program 

GENERAL FUND 2023-24 2024-25 
All Other $300,000 $0 

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $300,000 $0 

SUMMARY 
Th|s b|ll pl'OVld6S one-tlme funds for scholarshflrps forfldescendants of former resldents of Malaga Island 

Sp6Clfl6S that the Commlssloner of 
Educatron must award these funds to a nonproflt ent|ty to admmlster the scholarshlp program 

LRO679, rtem 1 - 131st Marne Legrslature, page 1


