
�� 

Q" 64 i-Y 

°°"3§$‘§?§°“° 

Testrmony 1n favor of LD 1714 
An Act to Create a Sustalnable Fundlng Source for Recovery Commumtv Centers 

May lO, 2023 

Comnnttee on Taxatlon 
100 State House Statlon 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Angela Walker 
142 Center St 
Brewer, ME 04412 

Re Passage of LD 1714 

Dear Senator Grohoskr, Representatlve Perry, and honorable members of the Jomt Standmg 
Commlttee on taxatlon 

I am a Natrve woman 1n long term recovery, and formerly mcarcerated I have been 1n the Peer 
work pos1t1ons for 10 years smce 1ncarcerat1on 

I have ut1l1zed the Peer Center’s, Together Place Peer Recovery Center (as a peer, and as the 
Program Dlrector), and Bangor Area Recovery Network, for my own recovery and as a staff 
member, Recovery Coach Coordlnator and presently as the Recovery Justlce Program 
Coord1nator 

I have wrtnessed the 1ncred1ble change and progress of those who have come 1nto these two 
centers over the last ten years I have also been able to progress 1n my own recovery as I have 
part1c1pated 1n the self-help groups and twelve step programs that are hosted 1n these centers 

The BARN offers volunteer opportumt1es to those 1n recovery and or ally of They leam how to 
get a schedule and ma1nta1n that schedule, polnt of sale, 1nteract w1th others 1n the recovery 

communlty, upkeep the restrooms and meet1ng spaces They do outreach w1th staff members and 
help w1th soclal act1v1t1es that the BARN hosts 

I can personally speak about the rmportance of recovery coachmg My passron 1s set 1n meetmg 
my peers where they are at, what does therr recovery Journey looks l1ke and what I can do to help 
susta1n the1r recovery and not only do I walk along s1de of them, but they help me 1n my own
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recovery We help break down those barrlers whrch 1nc1ude but are not l1m1ted to, hous1ng, 
transportat1on, detox, resume wr1t1ng, showmg up for apporntments, rrdmg the bus, he1p1ng to 
lower the anxlety assoc1ated W1th any of these We have meetlng spaces to meet w1th those 
seek1ng recovery coachmg servlces We offer recovery soc1al act1v1t1es for all to en] oy 

My hope 1s that LD 1714 W111 pass and our Center’s 1n the state of Mame can contmue to do that 
amazmg work we are all domg to help people not d1e and not suffer from the dlsease of 
add1ct1on 

Srncerely, 

fir/lam/c.. 
Angela Walker 
Recovery Just1ce Program Coordlnator 
Bangor Area Recovery Network


