
' 

M/JNEI 
lMMlGR/XNTS 

R€GHTS 
COAILETEON 

TESTEVIONY OF l%’EAL‘€E IMlv§¥GRAN'l‘S’ QYGHTS QGALITQQN 
SEEPPGRTENG LB. 1702: 

Resolve, to Establish the Cemmissine to lmpreve ihe Educatienal Expexienee sf 'i’eeple 

Who Are Resettiing in Maine 
Public Hearing: ‘Tuesday, May 09, 2023, at 1:00 PM 

Spenser: Speaker Talent Rees ef Pertlami 
Link: 

http://vvvvw.mainelegislatureerg/legisfbills/getPDF.asp‘?paper=HPl 09 l &item= l &snum= 1 3 1 

Chair Ralferty, Chair Bremen, and Members of the Committee en Bduwiicn and €ui’§m'el 

Affairs: 

My name is Ruben Torres, representing the Maine immigrants’ Righis Cealitien (M§RC}, e 

coalition of almost 108 crganizaticns deéicated to advancing and defending eke rights cf Meéeee 

immigrant communities. Our misslon is tc improve the legal, seciel, and ecenczeic ccndiiiens 

experienced by immigrants, benefiting the state as a whale. 

Today, I am here is testify in support of Ll). 2702, which establishes the fiemmissiee ‘lie §iI' 1§l'9V£ 
the Educational Experience cf People who Are Resefilieg in Maine. 

Maine has seen a significant increase in asylum seelcerss refugees, ace immégrenis in recess; years, 

bringing diversity and enriching cu; communities. The last eeneus skewed es ihai Qe gexcceiage 
of children cf color by county in flee slzeie cf Maine varies frcm 9% 10 25%. Heweea, ibis 
diversity also presenis unique challenges when it ccxees so {he educatienal integrailen effisese 

individuals and their children. Language barriers, in pesileulze, hinder their reeetiiemeni eeii 

iniegration process, impacting their access is anfi success ll; puhlée edecetien grcgzmns- 

Cultural aéjustments fisrther affect the educeticnal experience of smdenis from resaiifi 
backgrounds. Studies have slmwn that a consiéereble percentage cf asylum seekers, sefiagws, and 

immigrants experience a sense of cultural dissceecce in their schools, negatively zfieciing their 

academic performance and overall well-‘being. 

The American lmmigratlon Ccuncil conducted a neiicnel quesiécmaaire that measured whefiser 
people feel like they belcng in their lccal ccmmunify. The results showed that '?4% cf 

respondents diérft feel like they belonged. Unferiuneiely, we den“: have to leek any fertile: ii“-en 

the current events regaxding asylum seekers around our state to see examples cf whet teal: 

sentiment leeks like in cur own backyards. 

What makes Li). 1792 particularly commendable is its inclusive nature, mandating inpw: éem 
the affected communities themselves. This approach promotes transparency and active 

engagement, ensuring that recommendations are rooted in the lived experiences and needs efflze 

individuals and ccmmunities it aims to suppcrt. 

Investing in this commissicn is an investment in the filture of our slate ané in {he success of 

individuals who contribute to our communities. Supporting L.D. W02 3fi' H!i1§ em commitment fie 
inclusive, high-quality education for all, regardless of background or immigeiicn stews. Wifia the 
commissions establishmeni, we can profoundly impact the lives of coueiless lmliviéexals and 
foster a stronger, mere vibrant Maine. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical metier and for your dedieafioe £0 improving 

educational oppommities for all residents oflxflaine. Your supper: cf LB. F392 will Eransfenn 
lives and help shape a mere inclusive and prespereus fimsre for ms‘ slate. 
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Enhancing Lives and Strengthening Maine Immigrants!
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