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Senator Carney, Representative Moonen and distinguished members of the Joint
Standing Commattee on Judiciary, greetings My name 1s Meagan Sway, and I am
policy director of the American Civil Laberties Union of Maine, a statewide
organization committed to advancing and preserving civil iberties guaranteed by
the Maine and U S Constitutions On behalf of our members, I am here to testify
agamst LD 1197

This legislation 1s based on a misunderstanding of how medical procedures and
mformed consent relating to medical procedures work First, patients are already
able to change their minds at any point before any medical procedure begins
Abortion, as a medical procedure, 1s no different from other procedures that a
patient may decide not to undertake The ability to change one’s mind about
whether or not to undergo a medical procedure and receive a refund 1if a person does
change their mind, should be the same for all medical procedures Imposing
different rules for abortion stigmatizes abortion as a form of health care

The legislation also would compel the Maine Human Rights Commaission and
medical providers to discuss legal concepts such as discrimination with their
patients While we support everyone 1n Maine knowing their rights, this ball
approaches a line of asking medical providers to provide legal advice The
unauthorized practice of law 1s a complicated concept that fouls up lawyers
themselves, let alone medical providers who have not gone to law school
Discussions between patients and their health care providers should center on their
health care options, not their legal ones

Because this bill 1s a solution 1n search of a problem, we urge you to vote ought not
to pass



