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Comments of Suzanne Lafreniere, on behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
Wr1ttentest1mony 1n support of LD 7 7 1 — 

An Act to Protect a Woman's Rnght to Withdraw Consent for an Abort|on 

Senator Carney, Representat1ve Moonen, and members of the J o1nt Standmg Comm1ttee on 
Jud1c1ary, my name 1s Suzanne Lafren1ere and I represent the Roman Cathol1c Dlocese of Portland 1n 
support of LD 771 The D1ocese has a populat1on of over 279,000 Cathol1cs* or one-fifth of the total 
populatlon of the state of Mame In add1t1on to 1ts 141 churches organ1zed 1nto 48 panshes, 1t has 
n1ne elementary schools, one pnvate elementary school, one d1ocesan hlgh school and one pnvate h1gh 
school It also 1ncludes one Cathohc college, Sa1nt Joseph's College of Mame 1n Stand1sh W1th1n the 

dlocese, there are also seven subs1d1zed houslng umts, four rehab1l1tat1on and res1dence fac1l1t1es, and 
two ch1ld-care centers There are three Cathol1c hospltals operatmg mdependently of the dlocese as well 
as Cathol1c Char1t1es Mame, the state's largest soc1al serv1ce agency, wh1ch operates as a separate 
corporatlon 

It comes as no surpnse to any 1eg1slator or any member of the publ1c that the Dlocese of Portland 
supports th1s law Respect for unborn human l1fe 1s the foundat1on of the Church's constant soclal 
teachlng and soc1al _]ust1ce m1mstnes

T 

Th1s b1ll establlshes a pregnant woman's and a pregnant m1nor's nght to wlthdraw the woman's or 

the m1nor's consent to an abortlon at any t1me before the abortlon 1s performed 

The b1ll makes perform1ng or a1d1ng 1n the performance of an abort1on after the pregnant woman
’ 

or the pregnant m1nor has wlthdrawn consent a Class C cnme 

Ultrmately, abortzon zs an uncompasszonate response to a dlfficult pregnancy, one that p1ts a 

mother 1n cr1s1s agalnst her preborn ch1ld A woman should always have the nght to change her mlnd 
about an abort1on and 1f an abort1on 1s performed after consent has been w1thdrawn, there must be 
cr1m1nal consequences for the prpvlded who dlsregards wrthdrawn consent 

There are numerous other b1lls wh1ch would expand abort1on that w1ll be cons1dered and voted on 
th1s sesslon Taken 1n complement w1th each other, Ma1ne w1ll be a dest1nat1on state for abort1ons Th1s 

radlcal expanslon of abortlon 1s harmful for women and must end We pray and work for a day when all 
elected offic1als w1ll support pol1c1es that protect all human l1fe and provlde l1fe-affirmlng optlons for 

both preborn ch1ldren and the1r mothers Women deserve better than abort1on 

Please vote LD 771 as Ought to Pass Thank you for your t1me and cons1derat1on today 
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