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Senator Baldaccl, Representatlve Meyer, and honorable members of the J olnt Stand1ng 
Commlttee on Health and Human Servlces My name 1s Morgan Pottle Urquhart, I l1ve 1n 
Bangor, and I am the Pollcy and Commumcatlons Dlrector of the Permanent Commlsslon on the 
Status of Raclal, Indlgenous, and Tnbal Populatlons 

I am honored to offer testlmony 1n support of LD 1664, “An Act to Increase Re1mbursement 
Under the General Asslstance Program” and LD 1732, “An Act to Expand the General Asslstance 
Program ” We extend deep gratltude to Senator Mananne Moore and Representat1ve Mlchelle 
Meyer for mtroducmg these b1lls 

No matter our mcome, fa1th, or color, we know what 1t’s l1ke to see a loved one struggle The last 
few years taught many of us what 1t means to be a layoff or an 1llI16SS or a foreclosure away from 
fearmg for our fam1ly’s future But there have always been those who demonlze people 
strugglmg to make ends meet, trymg to get us to blame each other for structural barners beyond 
any 1nd1v1dual’s ab1l1ty to control That 0bstruct1on hurts all of us, especlally Black and Afncan 
Amencan Mamers who own homes at a much lower rate than thelr wh1te peers,‘ and 1t deeply 
lmpacts other raclal, Indlgenous and trlbal populatlons 1n our state for whom affordable, safe, 
and acceptable houslng 1s more dlfflcult to obtam 

We all do better when every person and every fam1ly has a safe, affordable, decent place to call 
home Factors mcludlng r1s1ng housmg costs and the end of federal pandemlc housmg 
asslstance programs have led to a nse 1n need for General Asslstance programs across the state 
Mamers who represent raclal, Indlgenous, and tnbal populatlons are h1t hardest Among 
fam1l1es wlth Cl'11ldI'€I1, Black and Ind1genous Ma1ne fam1l1es are more than tw1ce as 11kely to l1ve 
1n poverty than therr whlte peers 2 These populatlons and commumtles are slgmficantly more 

1 Subpopulahons Homeownershlp Raclal Dlsparlty, Mame, Un|ted States, Amer|ca’s Health Ranklngs, 
httos //vvvvw amencashealthrankmqs orq/explore/annuallmeasurelhomeownershm dlspantflgpulatlon/homeownershlp wh|te/state/ME 
2 
Chnldren In Poverty By Race And Ethn|c|ty, Deta|led In Ma|ne Kl(lS Count Data Center 

https Z/datacenter aecf org/data/tables/9738-chlldren-1n-ooverty-by-race-and-ethnlclty-deta||ed’7|oc=21&|oct=2#deta||edQ_/anwfalsefi mm
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llkely to be renters Whlle 27% of wh1te Mamers rent,3 that figure 1s 36% for Natlve populations 
1n the state,4 45% for Latmo Ma1ners,5 and 70% for Black Malners 6 It 1s clear from quantltatlve 
data and l1ved experlences that raclal, Indlgenous, and trlbal populat1ons have a 

dlsproportlonately hlgh need for housmg asslstance, lncludlng General Asslstance 

As the U S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) states, government at all 
levels throughout the Unlted States, along with pnvate developers, and mortgage lending 
1nst1tut1ons, played an actlve role 1n creatmg segregated 11v1ng patterns and 1nequa11t1es of 
opportumty throughout the 19th and 20th centuries 7 The federal government used the U S 

m1l1tary to remove Indlgenous peoples from their homelands, restncted federally msured 
mortgages on the l)3.S1S of race, and used "slum clearance" and "urban renewal" programs to 
demolish nelghborhoods for mfrastructure pI‘O_]€CtS that largely benefitted whlte Amencans at a 

slgmficant cost to and perpetuated the segregatlon of Black commumtles, Indlgenous 
commun1t1es, and other communltres of color 8 

Th1s hrstory andthe current d1spar1t1es that exist as a result cannot be lgnored Any 
restructunng of General Assistance funding should recognlze past harms and ensure that all 
Mame famllles have a falr shot at maklng ends meet We’ve all had moments where we turned to 
someone for support, and a time when we provided that hand Durmg the pandemlc, Malners 
looked after each other and now we can work together to del1ver the rehef our familles need 
Workmg together, we have the chance to rewrlte the rules so nothlng stands 1n the way of us 
providing a good llfe — the way 1t should be — for all Mame fam1l1es Thank you for your 
conslderatlon and I would be glad to answer any questlons 

3 U S Census Bureau, Occupied housing units with a householder who is White alone American Community Survey 2019 1-Year 
Estimates 11ups.L/gate census weedsciltable'7d=B25OO3a&q=O40O000U823 “ U S Census Bureau, Occupied housing units with a householder who is American Indian and Alaska Native alone alone American 
Community Survey 2019 1-Year Estimates https //data census qov/cedsci/table’7q=B25O03c&q=O400000US23 
5 U S Census Bureau, Occup|ed housing units with a householder who is Hispanic or Latino American Community Sun/ey 2019 
1-Year Estimates https [Lqgta census gov/cedsci/table?q=B25003i&g=0400000US23 
6 U S Census Bureau, Occupied housing units with a householder who is Black or African American alone American Community 
Survey 2019 1-Year Estimates https //data census qov/cedsci/table'>q=B25003b&q=0400000US23 
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