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Date: 5/5/2023 

Re: LD 1664 €3 

Testimony 1n support of LD 1664 
“An Act to Increase Reimbursement Under the General Assistance Program” 

Senator Baldaccl, Representatrve Meyer, and members of the Jo1nt Stand1ng Comm1ttee on 
Health and Human Serv1ces 

I wnte to you on behalf of the C1ty of Portland’s Leg1s1at1ve/Nommatmg Commrttee 1n strong 

support of LD 1664 

General Ass1stance pI‘OV1d6S cr1t1cal temporary financral assrstance to low-mcome 1nd1v1duals 
and farn1l1es who are unable to meet the1r bas1c needs Th1s mcludes people who are 
experrencmg homelessness, unable to work due to a d1sab1l1ty, and/or experlencmg a 

temporary cr1s1s General Ass1stance 1s an essent1a1 safety net that helps vulnerable md1v1duals 

and fannhes access bas1c necess1t1es such as food, shelter, and medrcal care 

However, many mun1c1pal1t1es are strugglmg to meet the needs of thelr resldents due to lack 
of resources mcludmg, but not l1m1ted to, madequate rermbursement rates from the state, as 

well as srgmficant mcreases 1n demand for emergency shelter Portland 1s currently provldmg 
General Ass1stance to approx1mately 3,800 1nd1v1duals, between FY19 and FY22, our GA 
budget mcreased by 345%, due to an extraordrnary mcrease 1n 1nd1v1duals’ and fam1l1es’ need 

for emergency shelter 

We urge you to mcrease the Géneral Ass1stance re1mbursement rates from the current 70% to 
90% for mumc1pal1t1es as proposed 1n LD 1664 Th1s W111 ensure that the program 1s able to 
provrde the necessary support to all of those who need 1t around the State of Mame, as well as 
reduce the stram on local budgets and ensure mun1c1pal1t1es are able to contmue to dehver / 

other rmportant servlces and programs 

Th1s 1s a cr1t1cal measure that W111 help to ensure that vulnerable md1v1dua1s and fam1l1es have 

access to the bas1c necess1t1es they need to surv1ve and thr1ve Thank you for your attent1on to 

th1s lmportant matter


