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Testimony of Rep. Michele Meyer presenting 

LD 1732, An Act to Expand the General Assistance Program 
Before the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

Good mormng, esteemed colleagues of the J o1nt Standmg Comrmttee for Health and Human Servrces 
I am Rep M1chele Meyer, servmg Southern Ma1ne’s D1str1ct 150, El1ot and parts of Klttery and South 
B6I'W1Cl{ I am very pleased to lntroduce LD 1732, An Act to Expand the General Assistance 
Program 

Slnce 1ts 1ncept1on 1n 1820, the General Ass1stance Program has hlstoncally functloned as a program of 

last resort, avallable to assrst when all other avenues have been exhausted, so as to ensure those 1n need 
do not sl1p through the cracks Today, GA 1s more necessary than ever before, servmg as a supplement 
when other state and federal programs have not proved adequate to ensure that such baslc needs as 
food, shelter and medlcatlons are met 

As this need has grown, so too has the demand on the mun1c1pal staff who ad1n1n1ster the program LD 
1732 seeks a solut1on that both protects the state’s most vulnerable and supports the commun1t1es that 

lmplement the program The b1ll alms to do so by 1ncreas1ng accountablllty, fundmg and resources 

Wlth respect to accountab111ty, LD 1732 requ1res mumclpal admlmstrators to recelve trammg w1th1n 
120 days of appolntment or electron, offered by the state at no cost to the mun1c1pal1ty The b1ll also 

requlres commumt1es to accept appl1cat1ons throughout 1ts nonnal bus1ness hours, and 1t amends the 

mun1c1pal1t1es of respons1b1l1ty statutes These changes W111 provlde mun1c1pal1t1es w1th the tools 

necessary to effectrvely rmplement the program and ensure that the costs of do1ng so are more 

equrtably shared 

LD 1732 rncreases fund1ng for both the a1d prov1ded and for the costs of admrmstratlon As proposed, 
the b1ll mcreases relmbursement for the dlrect a1d prov1ded from 70% to 90% The b1ll provldes 100% 
re1mbursement for the amount of a1d that exceeds the maxlmum levels of relmbursement, 1f reqmred 
by rule or statute The b1ll also seeks to support a portron of the costs assoc1ated wlth admlmstenng the 

program, 1nclud1ng covermg 100% of the cost of lnterpreter servlces 

D1st11ct 2 Ehot, Klttery (part) and South Berw1ck (part)



Add1t1onally, the brll would provlde the necessary resources to ensure lmplementatlon of the law by 

requmng that the state officlals who advrse local level adm1n1strat1on rece1ve adequate trarmng, are 

avallable to provlde techmcal ass1stance to mumclpal officrals around the clock, and provrde tlmely 

responses when questlon are posed to them 

Fmally, to further support effectlve adm1n1strat1on of the program, the b1ll dlrects the Department of 

Health and Human Servrces to create a statewlde database to track program apphcants and expenses so 
that we can make the best use of our resources 

I look forward to workmg wlth all of you to find a path forward that both serves those 1n need of a 
helplng hand and supports our local officrals 

Thank you for your conslderatron


