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T estzmony of Speaker Rachel Talbot Ross supporting 
LD 1664, An Act to Increase Reimbursement Under the 

General Assistance Program 
Before the Joint Select Commzttee on Health & Human Servzces 

Senator Baldacci, Representative Meyer and esteemed members of the Joint 

Standing Committee on Health and Human Services, I am Rachel Talbot Ross I 

represent House District 118, which is the Portland peninsula, and I also have the 

distinct honor of serving as the Maine Speaker of the House I am here today to 
offer my support to LD 1664, An Act to Increase Reimbursement Under the 
General Assistance Program by Senator Mariamie Moore, , LD 1426, An Act to 
Secure Housing for the Most Vulnerable Maine Residents by Amending the Laws 

Goveming Municipal General Assistance by Representative Kristi Mathieson,, LD 
1675, An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the General Assistance Program 
Regarding Eligibility, Housing Assistance and Stat Rsbmbgrsement and to 

Establish a Working Group, by Representative , and LD 1732, An 
Act to Expand the General Assistance Program, by Representative M-iehael Metal» 
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I am especially proud to _]O11’l Senator Moore as lead cosponsor on LD 1664 
and of the bipartisan cooperation this embodies 

General assistance or GA helps mdividuals and families meet their basic 
needs For many, this is the assistance of last resort for rent, food, medication, fuel, 

utilities, and other essential services, and to be clear, assistance is distributed 

voucher fomi and no cash assistance 1S granted 

Currently, the State reimburses 70% of municipal costs for General 
Assistance In 2019, the State of Maine provided $12 7M in reimbursement to 
municipalities for GA expenses In FY2022, the cost to the state rose to $37M 
What has changed‘? A pandemic, global disruption that led people to our door 
seeking a better life, a housing crisis, rising costs due to mflation, and rising 

District 118: Portland neighborhoods of Parkside, Bayside, East Bayside, Oakdale and 

the University of Southern Maine Campus
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mterest rates lntended to combat that 1nflat1on have all consp1red to push more 
people further away from financlal mdependence and closer to that last resort 

The sharp mcrease 1n GA costs 1s a symptom of much deeper, systemlc 
lssues, 1nclud1ng a lack of approprlate hous1ng for so many Mame people Wh1le 
meanrngful steps are being taken by the Leglslature at th1s very moment to address 
these issues, I bel1eve the fmancral consequences of these rssues, as reflected 111 
r1s1ng GA costs, underscores the urgency w1th wh1ch they must be addressed 
Senator Moore’s bill moves the reimbursement for municipalities to 90%. 

In the C1ty of Portland between FY19 and FY22, GA cl1ent expenses 
1ncreased by 345% Th1s 1s due pr1mar1ly to the drastlc mcrease 1n demand for 
emergency houslng In FY22, a total of $32 56M was spent on GA cl1ent expenses 
1n Portland, 70% of Wl11Cl'1 ($22 79M) was reimbursed Th1s left the c1ty to fill a 

$9 8M gap If th1s leg1slat1on were enacted, that gap would be $6 5M 

However, this 1s not Just a Portland problem Many of the 1nd1v1duals 
approved for GA come to Portland from other Ma1ne mun1c1pal1t1es, states, and 
countnes Last year 80% of the relmbursement went to the C1ty of Portland Tl11s 

year the C1ty of Bangor has already seen a 75% mcrease 1n GA costs 

Ult1mately, a hlgher reimbursement rate 1s requlred 1n order to allow 
mun1c1pal1t1es to effect1vely fillfill the1r GA obl1gat1ons and avo1d cutt1ng back on 
other essential programs and serv1ces Th1s obl1gat1on cannot be shouldered alone 

by property tax payers 1n our largest mun1c1pal1t1es - th1s 1s a statew1de lssue 

Echomg what you w1ll hear from the Mame Mun1c1pal Assoc1at1on, I want 
to underscore for you how lmportant 1t 1s that we cont1nue to support the 
state/mun1c1pal partnersh1p by shar1ng the burden of prov1d1ng the most bas1c of 
necess1t1es to Ma1ne’s most vulnerable resldents 

South Portland alone pI‘0_]60tS that next fiscal year, they would pay $805,460 
after 70% reimbursement, and at 90% would pay $273,970, costmg property tax 
payers over half a m1ll1on dollars 

I thank you for your t1me and attentlon th1s mornmg and ask for your 
support of LD 1664 VVh1le I am happy to answer any questlons you m1ght have, 
you w1ll be hearmg from experts 1n th1s field as well as from persons whose l1ves 
were changed for the better through access to th1s v1tal asslstance


