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Testimony m support of 
LD 1719: An Act to Establish Substance Use Disorder Treatment Centers 

Apr1l26th, 2023 

Dear Senator Baldaccr, Representatrve Meyer and Members of the J o1nt Standmg Commlttee on Health 
and Human Servrces, 

My name rs Courtney Gary-Allen I am the Orgamzrng Dlrector of the Mame Recovery Advocacy 
PI‘O_]60t, a grassroots b1-partlsan network of lawmakers, orgamzers, and organlzatrons workmg on 
commumty and pubhc pohcy based solutrons to substance use 111 Mame 

When I say grassroots I truly mean grassroots - the folks m our network are the people wlth hved or hvmg 
expenences on the front hnes of the substance use cr1s1s 1n Mame and wh1le many of them work m thrs 
field we are also the people who answer the call late at nlght for our fnends, fam1ly, and commumty 
members We are the ones who respond to overdose calls when people won’t call 9-1-1, we are the ones 
who make spend entrre days trackmg down a detox bed when people are ready for treatment, we are the 
ones who open the recovery meetmgs on the weekends 1n the basements of churches, and we are the ones 
who ra1se the money to bury our frrends when they dre 

Each year our commumty partners wrth lawmakers to brmg forward a slate of legrslatron to address the 
rssues we see everyday We make hard dec1s1ons about what to prrorrtrze each year, as the needs are many, 
and then We set out to get that work done for our folks Thrs year you have already heard some of our 
prlorrty leglslatron, mcludlng the authonzatlon of harm reductron health centers 1n Mame, and durlng that 
debate, many on thls commrttee sald What we also know we need treatment 

We do need treatment and that 1s why we are proud to be partnermg wrth Speaker Talbot-Ross to help 
address one part of the contrnumn of care of substance use drsorder - detox beds and recelvmg centers 

When harm reductlon has kept our commumty members alrve and now they are ready to change then 
relatronshlp wlth substance use, we must be ready to meet them m that moment We must have access to 
treatment for people who want 1t We must have somewhere to brmg folks 1n that moment That 1s what 
thrs brll 1s about - 1t's about provldlng a 24 hour space that people on the front hnes - rncludmg 

professlonals, law enforcement, people m recovery, harm reductronrst, and regular old Mamers - can brmg 
people who want treatment 

It’s about addrng 20 more detox beds to the map for people wrth Mamecare It’s about the Mame State 
Legrslature dorng your part 1n rncreasmg access to treatment for people w1th substance use drsorders of all 

kmds We know that everyone wants to do th1s - now we _]l1St need to be w1ll1ng to actually do 1t We hope 
you w1ll vote ought to pass on LD 1719 

Thank you I am happy to answer any questrons 

Courtney Gary-Allen 

Organlzlng Drrector 

Marne Recovery Advocacy PI‘O_]CCt
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