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Senator, District 25 I3 l st Legislature Falmouth, ME 04105 

Testimony of Senator Teresa S. Pierce introducing 

LD 450, An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Upgrade and 
Replace Emergency Alert System Infrastructure of Maine Public

_ 

before the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Ajfairs 
April 25, 2023 

Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs, and Esteemed Members of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs, my name is Teresa Pierce, and I represent 
Senate District 25, which includes Falrnouth, Cumberland, North Yarmouth, Yarmouth 

(majority), Gray, and Long Island. Today, I am pleased to introduce LD 450, “An Act to 
Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Upgrade and Replace Emergency Alert System 
Infrastructure of Maine Public.” 

This bill would create a bond issue to raise 17 million dollars to update the equipment and 
infrastructure of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation, including both its emergency alert 
system and its radio and television network — these systems and network provide critical 

communication, public safety and emergency alert services to Mainers, whether they live in 
Houlton or Hollis. As you see from the handout, included in your packet and provided by Maine 
Public, their transmission network includes translators and microwave links across the state at 

nearly 30 sites that must be on-air at all times. 

During the pandemic, We got a clear understanding of the importance of the statewide nature and 
value of Maine Public’s broadcasting system as people relied on it to gain access to COVID-19 
updates, CDC briefings, and more. This bill would also ensure Maine Public would be able to 
continue to collaborate with the‘ Maine Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) to provide the 
State’s emergency alert system. 

Last session the legislature approved and provided $10 million of the overall $27 million needed 
— this bond would allow them to finish the job. 

I hope this Committee will approve LD 450 so that we can continue to take advantage of the 
broadcasting services and emergency management system provided by Maine Public for years to 
come. I believe this is an efficient, cost-effective, strategic investment in Maine’s future.

‘ 

Please 

join me in supporting LD 450. Thank you for your time, I’m happy to answer any questions the 
committee may have. 

Chair, Committee on Housing * Eczhzcczlfon and C ulrurol Affairs Committee 
Slate House: (207) 287-1515 * Fax.’ (207) 287-1585 Toll Free: l-800423-6900 * TTY: 7ll 

Teresa. Pferce@legislafure. mrzinegov * legislature. I77CIlI7€.g0\1/$611018



l 

Maine Public 
Broadcast Network 
and Emergency “’°‘°°"° 

Alert System 

April 2023 

WMEA FM 90.1 
VvlBQF FM 91.5 

Sebago2 
WMEA DT 26 

Beihel 

W0-1BS~D

a 

.

L9 

Harrison 

WU3AM-D 

,7 _,.~ 1». 

$*¢ 

4‘? 

W272CG 
FM 102.3 
Sanlord

D 

������������������������������������������ 

/ 

WMEB or 12 
Dixmont 

_ ;4 M‘ 
‘ ” 

W291COFM 106.1 

WCBB DT 10 
Lllchfield WMEW ;M 913 

Abo ‘ 

Lewlston wzseev FM 99.7 rn 
V. WBQE FM 93‘? 

$I"d|°$ C°°“ ""' ‘ 
Milbridge 

% 2 MEMA 
Augusta Augusta 

Leighton 5£LidlOS 

g 
WZ81AC 

Portland 

Studios 

FMLO43. 

+K 
»'<>~ r 

WMEF FM 

“% 

/l".§/"‘~. 

St. Fra ncis 

Ba"E°" \ FM89.7 

105.5 

WMEM DT 10 
FM 106.1 
Mars Hill 

Crow Min 

Almanac Mtn 

:- WMED OT 13 

Studios Calais 

é} 

WMEB DT 25 
WMEH FM 90.9 

; Blackcap 

���� 

—— Hatche 
" 4 

Sand mu M " 

z: 
éz. ~ 

3% wmsv FM so s 

Camden 

WBQA FM 96 7 

Booihbay Harbor 

l“ Y 3-"5, 

Transmitter site 

Maine Public Television 
Maine Public Radio 

Maine Public Classical FM 

Microwave relay slle 

Television Translator 

maine ublic 
' ' ' ' ' '

P 
RADIO TELEVISION CLASSlCAL ONUNE 

| 

®PBs. 
| 

@create' 
I 

§3i“j5erience 
| [ 

mame publlc mame pubhc 

�� 

mame public


