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Good moring, Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs and distinguished members of the
Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee. I’'m Patrick Strauch of Exeter and I am
here today to testify on behalf of the Maine Forest Products Council in support of LD 416,
“An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Research and Development and
Commercialization.”

The Maine Forest Products Council is an organization representing more than 300 members
from all facets of the forest products industry. Members include paper mills, sawmills,
loggers, truckers, foresters, panel manufacturers, biomass and pellet facilities and secondary
manufacturers. We also have more than 8 million acres of dues paying members. Our
industry contributes more than $8.1 billion each year to the state’s economy, and it supports
more than 33,500 direct and indirect jobs.

As an industry, we have worked closely with the University of Maine and others focused
on research and development and emerging technologies that further advance
opportunities for the forest products industry. We have several members and industry
partners that have been beneficiaries of previous MTI grants. These grants have supported
projects in rural communities. Some examples include:

. In 2017, the MTI bond supported Pleasant River Lumber Company in Dover-
Foxcroft with an award of $4,226,000 towards a $12 million project. This investment
allowed the mill to expand and modernize its facility with the addition of a new planner
mill, continuous dry kiln and a high-speed small log sawing line. These investments allowed
the mill to process balsam fir and other smaller logs that lacked a sufficient market in Maine
following the explosion at Pixelle in Jay.

o In 2020, the MTI bond awarded the Eastport Port Authority a $307,500 award
towards a $938,516 project to allow the final full phase testing of a patented first-of-its-kind
shipboard heat-treated system. This investment was the final phase of over $10 million in
investments made at this port to support exports for Maine’s forest products industry.

. Also in 2020, the MTI bond awarded Twin Rivers Paper Company in Madawaska
$300,000 towards a $19 million project to invest in paper machine 8. This investment
enhanced the machine’s capabilities and broadened the markets served by the mill.

Through strategic investments, the MTI bond has leveraged private funds to make our industry more resilient for
future generations. For this reason, the Council strongly supports LD 416 and urges you to vote ‘Ought to Pass’.
Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions the committee may have.
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