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Arr Aet te Adérese Meinfie Afierdahie iieasing Qrieis 
?ebiie Hearing: Friday, Aprii $4, 2023- , at §:G§are 
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C , and Members of the Committee eerie Heesing: 
My name is Ruben Torres and E am here to testify in support ef L.D.. 226 en beizaif of the 
board and members ef the Maine imrnigrante’ Rights Coaiirion (MIRQ, a eeaiitien ef aimesi 
100 erganizations fiem across the state committed te advancing ené defenéieg tire righie ef 
Maine’s immigant commenieies. Our missien is to improve the iegai, see-iai, ané eeeriemie 
conditions experieneeci by immigrants, therefore imprevirig the stare ae a wizeie, 

As you irnew, Meine is feeing a severe shortage sf afferdabie housing eteek, This ieae reseiéeé 
in increased heusing eests, severe finerieiei streiri en iew— arid middie-ineeme ieeeeeieeiéee 

and a growing nember ef peepie wire are ueeireiitereé. i eeuie eiie more dare, bet we firm‘! 
need the data to see the reaiity ee the greurici, The demand fer efieréebie heeeirrg in Maiee 
far exceeds the avaiiabie suppiy, ieavieg many fereiiiee arié ineiviéeais streggiiag fie fine eefe 
and aiierdabie places to Eive. Tiiie is not en iremigreeeepeeifie ieeue er a ?ez‘£ia_eé-epeeeiiie 

issue; it affects eemrnenities from eii heekgeuede end eii eerie efihe siere, 

Others testifying here teéey wiii H9 eeebe be previdieg here eeeiiretive and quaatiiaiiee 
exampies ofthe housing crisis. Per MERC, We eee iiiie mesé in the imndrecis 0? immigrarzie in 
southern Maine whe are unabie to find eéeqeeiie heueirig. There are e number efeeiiitiens we 
have proposeé ané needs We have identifieé, eat the greateei ie iizie: Buiié, Mere. fieasieg. 

Thankfuiiy, L33. 226 seeks re eiieeeie $200 miiiion ire fendirrg fer aiferdaeie heasing 

construction. This weuid have 2; eigrrifieaei imeeei err em" eemrnuriitiee. This funding weiriri 

support the deveiopment ei’ new eifordeeie irerrsing unis, heiping re irzereeee the eiippiy at’ 

affordabie hemes. It eouié eisc ereate fees in the eeneéreetien inéustry, stimuiaie eeeeereie 

growth and cleveiopment, ané eorrfribute re tee or/eraii weibbeing sf emf great state. ieéeeér 

investing in afiordabie heesirzg is net eniy a metier of eeeiei respensibiiity hat aise err 
essentiai ecenomie strategy‘ Affordabie housing is a eritieai eomperrent ef ieeeitiay, fieriving, 

safe communities, as it heips re stabiiize famiiies, supper‘: workferee deveieemeei, ané 

reduce the strain on pubiie resources. It is difiieuir to focus on education, iazegeage training, 
or werkforee pmgrams when you dc not knew where you will be eieeping 2% night. 

Ll). 226 represents e vitai step toward addressing Maine‘s housing erisisr and MHRC strengiy 
urges you to support and pass this biii. The $200 million in finding for efibrdabie housing 
construction would be a significant investment in the future of our state, heiping to zeiieviete 

the affordabie housing shortage, reduce homelessnessg and improve the quaiity of iife for 

countless Mainers, bath immigrant and nomimmigrant eiike. 

Thank you for your eensicierafiion er" this impatient ieeue and for efi the werk yen do fer the 
peopie efMaiiie. 
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Enhancing Lives and Strengthening Maine Immigrants!
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