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iLDg1141,-An Acttolmprove Access and _S_ystem Pres‘er
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Good -aftemoon; 'Senato' rChipm'a' n, RepresentativeIWi11iams and members of the‘ Transportation
“ 

‘Comn
_ 

1ittee§. name ;is‘Alliso,n"Hepler," and I represent the towns of Arr'owsic,_Georgeto' wn,. . 
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Phippsb_urg,_ West Bath and W'oolwi _ch' .~ l 
_ 
am pleased tospeak in support of LDI1' _14' 1, An Act to
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Improve Access" -and " Systein“ Preservation 'byvPro'vidin' gy Shoulde'rs' and _Bic' ycle Lanes. on Q 

State Roadways-Leading t0rState Parks and'Other- Significant Destinations.- 
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;l"ll be' brief.; Ifrepresent two -beach State Parks} ;Rei_d.and' .'Popham" + and both are long <
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"penins_ulas_. Reid is reached through the bridged "islands of Arrowsic and‘Georgetown on the east 
side of the Kennebect and you can _fi_n_c_ l Popham atthe southern tip of Phippsburgson the west A
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side ofthe Kefrmebecg 
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Route"-127 and Route 209 arerboth busy roads even without theltue of thebeaches, especially -
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when Bath Iron Works changes shifis. iThesumr_ner tourist traffic headed to the beaches makes - 
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bothof these roads busierand riskier for drivers, and for bicy_clists.- 1“ 
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;As' -the wonderful staff at the Maine-Department of Transportation will “attest, 
Iu am a frequent

l 

- advocate for paved shoulders on these roads. I’ve seenibicyclists on both roads-and worry_a lots < 

iaboutthem.t1\i /lost bicyclists use the paved roadway whentheyjean but the unpaved shoulders
-
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they sometimesneed to use are often a few inches below the paved road“ surface; which can 
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“result.in'losing control ofthebi' c' yc_le.., 
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Thisbilllcan create funding for-a§sa‘fe’r and certainly amore pleasant experience for bicyclists and 

for drivers. .I can easily imagine that more people -would ‘choose to bicycle» to the beach if there
“
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wereshoulders or 1bic'ycle_paths_ (my preference is shoulders), and that has enviromnental as well . 

as"cardiovascularbenefits. r 
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for yourttime, _and_happy to answer your:que_sti_ons' . 
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- .1Distriet§49:_l A1rowsic, Georgetown, Phippsburg, West Bath and Woolwich
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