
William Smith, MS Applied Mathematics 

Gorham, ME 

Concerning LD 168 "An Act Regarding Criminal Background Checks for the Sale, Transfer or Exchange of 

Firearms" and LD 60 "An Act to Require a 72-hour Waiting Period After the Sale of a Firearm" . 

Senator Beebe-Center, Representative Salisbury and Members of the Committee on Criminal Justice and 

Public Safety I, William Smith, am giving testimony IN OPPOSITION to LD 168 and LD 60. 

People in political discussions continue to sight firearms related deaths are increasing, especially noting 

those deaths of children and adolescents, with a distribution across homicides, suicides, and 

unintentional injuries. And often they go on to sight that almost half of suicides are indeed from 

firearms. 

The above use of correlative statistical data and non-causal conclusions do not, in my opinion, help the 

American situation related to firearm deaths. 

The data for between 2000 and 2020 shows an overall increase in suicides after the Recession of 2008 

and then a decreasing trend from 2018-2020 for all three sex categories of suicides: totals, males and 

females. 

Key statistical data [1]: 

0 Suicides in males showed a stable trend from 2000 through 2006, significant increasing trend from 2006 to 2018, stable trend from 

2018 through 2020, p < 0.05. The rate in 2020 was significantly lower than the rate in 2018, p < 0.05. 

0 Suicide in females showed a significant increasing trend from 2000 through 2015, with different rates of change over time; a stable 

trend from 2015 through 2018; significant decreasing trend from 2018 through 2020, p < 0.05. 

0 Suicide in total showed a significant increasing trend from 2000 through 2018, with different rates of change over time; and a 

significant decreasing trend from 2018 through 2020, p < 0.05. 

in figure form [2]: 

Figure 1. Age-adjusted suicide rates, by sex: United States, 2000-2020 
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But how do firearms deaths categorically relate?

�



Suicide data in general, as shown in the above graph, and firearms suicide data trend in a fairly similar 

manner post 2008 [2 & 3]. 

And we see that firearm suicide and firearm homicide do not trend together [3]: 

U.S. gun suicide and gun murder rates have increased 

in recent years, but remain below past highs 
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While ”suicide by firearms" and "overall firearms deaths" do not trend, ”homicide deaths by firearm" 

and "overall firearm deaths" do [4]. 

Explore firearm fieaths in the US: 
Statistics arid Trends 

Firearm deaths 

SliLl;(§i A Lli*lL 

i'ifL‘i?!li)£§%_-1é’.il3» I Hi.\l$i§Li€_i{_‘ I Sumide § ‘JiiiiZi.§_‘§‘%Ll-"?|1€i I Legaiinlei\.'enli0n 

60K 

" —P‘ ___v 
iii _,j ._ 20K /

U 

1990 ZUUU 1 2920 

������� 

iuuu.-it: Centc-rs for Disease CDlfll'Oi am? P:‘evr2nl;icm,. >26 rm>:»;* V

�



As do ”total firearms deaths " and ”metro firearms deaths" [4]: 

Explore Firearm Deaths in the HS: 

Statistics and Trends 

Firearm deaths 
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ln my opinion what this data continues to expose the fundamental American attitude towards the very 
real social root cause of the rise in ”deaths by firearms" . This situation was weli explained in the article 

"Everything about America's gun debate is wrong — here's why" written in 2020 by Abené Clayton and 

Lois Beckett [6]: 

"We see that America's endless gun debate does not treat shooting victims and their families 
equitably." 

"We only mourn certain tragedies. Yet most grief—stricken families, many of them mourning 

Black and brown victims, grieve outside of the national spotlight." 

"Rarely are stories of grieving Black and brown families and their deceased loved ones granted 

the same carefulness in language as high-profile mass shootings. Perhaps it's not surprising then 

that many Americans still write off shootings that injure and kill multiple people in Black and 

brown communities as gang violence, a natural byproduct of living in the hood." 

"Gun violence is not talked about as the racial injustice that it is. Year after year, more than half 

of all American gun homicide victims are Black. Black boys and young men between the ages of 

15 and 34 make upjust 2% of the population but accounted for 37% of US gun deaths in 2019. 

By talking about this reality openly and through a lens of racial equality we can better discuss 
and address the root causes of gun violence."



The following graph, as an example, clearly supports the view of those two authors [6]: 

Figure S1: Rates of firearm mortality per 100,000 persons age 1-19 in the United States in 2019 and in 2020, 

by sex, racelethnicity, and mechanism of death. 
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Firearm Deaths per t00,000 Children and Adolescents 

Reflecting on this tragic "bigger picture" we see that neither adding an extended but arbitrary waiting 

period for the receipt of a purchased firearm nor requiring a background check for ail non- 

professional/personal sales or transfers of firearms between citizens would alter any of the real causes 

behind the rise in ”death by firearm" in America. 

i therefore ask you to deem both LD 168 and LD 60 as "should not pass" . 

Thank you for your time. 
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