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TESTIMONY OF Brian Parke 1 

L.D. 1198, “Resolve, Directing the 
A 

551% 

Department of Economic and Community ASSGGIAHOH Ti 
Development to Convene a Working Group “.,|m;,,,,; 
to Improve the State's 10-year Economic , 

lIflTll3$413l 

Development Strategy” A 

Good afternoon, Senator Curry, Representative Roberts, and members of the Committee On 

innovation, Development, Economic Advancement and Business. My name is Brian Parke 

and I am the President and CEO of the Maine Motor Transport Association and a resident of 

Brunswick. The Association is comprised of more than 1,700 member companies, whose 

employees make up a large portion of the 32,000 people who make their living in the trucking 

industry in Maine. 

We are testifying today to wholeheartedly support LD 1198. We applaud the Governor, the 

legislature and all of the stakeholders who offered input on Maine's existing Economic 

Development Strategic Plan for caring about our great state and for wanting to accomplish 

important economic goals. But much like any well-intended plan, improvements can always 

be identified to make it better with improved outcomes. And we believe this resolve can 

make such improvements. 

MMTA has been the voice of Maine trucking for 76 years and, as such, our members have an 

enlightened self-interest in our state’s economic success. All of the potential improvements 

listed in Section 3 of the bill could result in meaningful results that benefit all Mainers. But 

from our perspective, the workforce we employ, the taxes we pay, and the communities we 

support is only made possible with a growing and thriving economy. Quite simply, there is 

only freight to haul if the economic activity supports it. 

Seeing as how this is my first time this session in front of this committee, l have included 

some Fast Facts about the Maine trucking industry and our impact on the workforce, the 

environment and the economy. 

Thank you for your consideration and for allowing me to testify. We ask that you support LD 

1198. I would be happy to answer any questions the committee has now or at the Work 

Session.
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