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Testimony in Support of LD 186 

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen and members of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Judiciary. My name is Shira Burns and I represent the Maine Prosecutors Association and am here 
to testify in support of LD 186. 

All eight elected District Attorneys are in consensus, We cannot continue at the rate we are going. It 
is not fair to do so on behalf of the victims of our State, the criminal defendants in our State, anyone 

that has an interest for justice in our criminal justice system, and it definitely isn’t fair to the 

prosecutors across Maine. 

Title 30-A, section 272, subsection 5 states “[e]ach district attorney shall be allowed sufiicient sums 

to ensure an adequate staff of assistant [district attorneys] to screen, process and investigate 

complaints, to assist law enforcement agencies, to conduct trials in the District and Superior Courts, 

to prosecute appeals in the Supreme Judicial Court and to carry out all other duties and 

responsibilities.” All eight elected District Attorneys are reporting they do not have an adequate 

amount of staff of assistant district attorneys to uphold these responsibilities and ethical obligations. 

This statute states the District Attorneys shall be allowed sufiicient sums to ensure an adequate 

amount of staff. 

This problem arises not only because of the increased caseload since 20191 , but every individual 

case taking more time to screen, process, investigate complains, assist law enforcement agencies, 

conduct trials and participate in appeals and post-conviction matters. 

The Maine Prosecutors Association is taking a multifaceted approach to combat the increased number 

of cases including 1) working with legislators to sponsor bills to reclassify existing criminal offenses 

to civil violations while also testifying in opposition to new criminal offenses being proposed that do 
not affect public or victim safety, 2) suggesting more efficient court processes through the Judicial 

Branch’s court rules and legislation, and 3) advocating for resources for all parties in the criminal 

justice system. 

For these reasons, the Maine Prosecutors Association is in support of LD 186. 

‘ Increase of 86.9% in felony cases, 61.4% in misdemeanor cases, but a decrease of 27.8% in civil violations for a total increase 
of 63.3% in the criminal caseload.
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2019 Number of cases having at least one charge without a disposition, and without a currently active warrant as of March 24, 2019 

2023 Number of cases having at least one charge without a disposition, and without a currently active warrant as of March 24, 2023 

% Dfif Percent change in pending cases from 2019 to 2023. Red percentages represent an increase, green percentages a decrease 

Cases are categorized based on the most serious offense charged. Local ordinanceviolations filed with the courts are not included in the reported counts. 
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