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Senafor Baldacci, Represenfafive Meyer, and honorable members of fhe Joinf 

Sfanding Commiffee on Healfh and Human Services: my name is Juana 
Rodriguez Vazquez, l live in Ivlilbridge, Maine and I am here foday fo fesfify in 
favor of l_D I99. 

Icame fo Maine when I was 9 years old wifh my family. Since I can remember, 

my family worked as seasonal migranf workers, following fhe han/esf across fhe 
Unifed Sfafes, sfarfing our year in Florida, and ending fhe one year in Maine. 

My family chose fo planf roofs in Ivlilbridge Maine, and I have lived here ever 
since. I now live wifh my husband and fwo children, and am happy fo call 
Maine home. 

In my currenf role as Execufive Direcfor of Mano en Mano, I work fo supporf 

migranf seasonal workers and immigranfs fo fhrive in Maine. This bill represenfs 

an opporfunify fo greafly improve fhe lives of members of my communify. 

Af Mano en Mano we supporf fhousands of seasonal migranf workers and fheir 
families over fhe blueberry, pofaio, broccoli, apple and wreafh seasons. We 
serve families, jusf like mine, fhaf follow fhe han/esf and puf food on grocery 

sfore shelves, fables, and plafes of folks across fhe counfly. 

Ivligranf workers face a uniaue sef of barriers in our sfafe, and among fhem is a 
challenge in accessing healfhcare. Offen, when we supporf folks wifh a 
healfhcare need, we bear wifness fo conversafions where difficulf auesfions are 
asked, and decisions are made: 

I Will we be able fo buy enough food if we go fo fhe doclors? 
0 Should I check my eyesighf, or be able fo send money fo my family? 
O Where can I go if fhere is an emergency, and can I afford if? 

Folks fhaf do nof qualify for MaineCare based on fheir sfafus, are freafed as if 

fhey do nof exisf. They are denied personhood, and dignify. They are Ieff fo 

fend for fhemselves, forgoffeh and unseen.
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Migrdnf formworkers ore on essenfidl pdrf of whdf mdkes our economy slrong, 
ond communifies vibrdnf- yef fhey dre nof offorded fhe bdsic righf fo 

hedlfhcore. This is d problem for obvious redsons; if is d mdffer of sun/ivdl. if is 

dlso significdnf, foo, for our sfdfe os d whole, becduse if prevenfs us from 

reolizing our shored prosperify dnd humonify. 

Possing LD 199 would meon fhdf: 

0 Fdmilies won‘f hove fo choose befween dccessing medicol core, dnd 
buying food 

0 People in on emergency sifudfion, don'f hove fo decide whefher or nof 

fhey con afford life sdving services 
0 Immigrdfion sfdius won'f be d bdrrier for folks needing medical core 

lmporfonfly, passing fhis bill would help migrdnf sedsonol workers dnd fdmiiies lo 
feel more welcome, dnd fhrive in /vidine.


