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Testimony Neither For Nor Against 
LD 542, “An Act to Compreherisively and Equitably Reform Electricity Rates” 

1\lzirch 16, 2023 

Senzitot l.1l\\‘I'CI1CC, Rept"esent:iti\"e '/.eiglet' Llflel elistinguishecl members of the_]<>int 

������ 

zincling (Iommitiee on littei"gy_ Lltilities, tiinel 
’li 

CCl1flt'>l() ‘£§§' , 

.\l\" nzime Williziin l l2l1'\\'i)t>(l iincl l ‘AIT1 the Public i\cl\'t>czite, here tocliii‘ to testify 

neither for not against l,l) 542, “;\n .\ct tn (I<>nnpt'ehensi\'eli' ziflel liquitz1l)l _\" ReF<)i'tn 

lilectticity Rates.” 

ll) 542 raises zi number tit impiwtzitit policy tiuestiitins. l’irst. h<_>\v do we zisstiiie thiit 

utilities are acting in the public interest. l‘<>t the l21$[ huncltecl yezits we have required utilities 

to pt<>\‘ide “ 
safe, tezisoniible liflel iitletiuzite“ setiice. lhiit is 21 cote feziture olthe S()~C21llCLl 

regtili-it<>ty l)211'g21lf1 between utilities ttntl the Stiite <>t_ Nliiitie. l l<>we\'et' , before we go tun hit in 

htilclinig the utilities ziccountiible ti nt meeting; that Slttllellllll‘ we htive the resp<)nsibiliti' ti» 

mtite speeitiealli; define whtit \\'e ctinsiclet the minitnum iicceptiible level of “ 
stile, I‘Cd;\‘()I1;1l)lL' 

and ziclequzite” service tecluiteel Hi‘ utilities. \‘&"ith<>ut some _guielitnce <>n goals such as
“ 
caitbtin 

recltictiun” 
, 
we cannot expect utilities H) gtiess at thzit minimum iiccepttible level. l am glad 

that the PLIC, in l'_ Lll'[l1CI'2iI'1CL‘ , tit‘ this (:()fi1IT\lIIL?&_‘l $ imptitttinti \\r<n-lt on l.D 195‘) last year. is 

\\r<ii-king on provicling that guiclzince £U1Ll cleveliiping the cuncept ()i‘ pL‘1'l<)Lll(l “teptirt czitcls” 

to ztll<>\\# the public to better untlerstiincl h<,>\\v well each utility is pett“ <>rmin ‘g. 

l,D 542 1ll$() brings up the issue ()l_l1()\\' to enftitce those stzincltirels. lt stiggests flltll 

we use the 1‘2lH_TIT]1ll§lI‘lg pIT()C,L‘SS tti inclucle I'L?\V2l1‘elS ()l' penalties for el<>ing so. \‘\"hile the lLlC21 

tippeats metit<>i"i<>us, ()‘) >~\ has setitius l'CSCl"\'2lTl(')I'1S 21l)<)L1T iiclcling such ‘.l<.lellTl()I’12ll issues to the 

21l1‘C2lCl§' ctimpliczitetl and Llll_llCLlll itzitenizikitig process. lt1_\‘[C11Ll ()l’.\ tlixxits using the PLT(j’ s 

existing ziiitliotity to impose peniilties tii enli tn-ce tiny \'l()l2\ll()I1S ()l4 the
“ 
szite, tezisunable tincl 

zicleeiuzite” service stiziiiclzittl. ln ziclclition, ()P.\ questitins \\'liv L1 utility should ever be

l
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1'e\vzt1‘eleel for simply complying \\'it;h stzttutory requirements. .\nd we should he cztre tul not to 

suggest that simply spending more imepztyei‘ money to proyide hetter seryice will alxyziys he 

in the public interest. lt may well he an imprudent and excessive expenditure that should he 

disztllowed For rzttemztlting purposes and charged to the utilityl s shareholders. 

()‘)A\ ztlso welcomes the hill’ s suggestion that we look at more closely coordinttting 

1&1) rates and SO prices. lt"l‘()L' rzites mztlae sense, we should explore using hoth the 

delivery and the supply portions of the utility hill to send the clearest possible price signal to 

the customer. 

liinzilly, ()P;\ supports the hilll s propositl that we tztlte another look at the tztrititi rztte 

included in the net energy hilline protgrtttn. We think the l)lf(I is in the hest position to tigt11"e 

out the appropriate balance het\\reen providing at suhsidy that will ;tllo\\‘ solar developers‘ to 

construct and operate s<>lttr proiects needed to meet our climate gozils hut not so high its to 

hurden rzitepayeifs with a suhsidy that is ltiglier thttn needed. 

()yer;1ll, the ()l’.\ welcomes more discussion zthout seryice standards, rate design and 

\l§l5 suhsidies. lloyyreyer, given the complexity of these issues, \\'e hope that the details \\"ill 

he left to the expertise to the l’L'(I and their sttttiti . 

lhttnlt you for your time. ztttention, and considerzttion ot‘ this testimony. The ()ftice 

of the Puhlic .\dyocztte looks for-\\"zt1'tl to \\'ot‘l<ing with the (lommittee on Ll) 5-ll and will 

he z1yz1ilz1l>le for the xyorlt session to assist the (lommittee in its consideration of this hill. 

Respecttully suhmitted, 

/7 ,/
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\l<illll2lfi1 $. l laryyood 

Puhlic .\d\'oc21te
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