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: L D 748 An Act to Strengthen the Due Process nghts of Persons
P lll Law Enforcement Custody S

- , 4 : B 1Senator Carney, Representatlve Moonen and esteemed members of the Jomt Standmg Commlttee on. S
o :;Jud101ary, Ty name 1s Joel Meny I am the Sherlff of Sagadahoc County and here on behalf of the Mame o

S '.'-'_Sherlffs Assocrat1on

T iMame shenffs d1scussed th1s b111 and those present voted unammously to oppose L D 748 An Act to

. Streiigthen the Due Procéss Rights of Persons in Taw Enforcement Custody. Maine Sheriffs* legislative N

- policy. commlttee met and dlscussed thls blll in great detarl Our members voted unannnously to’ oppose-'.'_..‘ e
. LD748: Lo T L |

o .Mame shenffs along w1th all other pohce ofﬁcers in the State of Mame take an oath to uphold and

e :support the Constitution of the State of Maine. - This includes the Declaration of Rights, enumerated

. under.Article L. Furthermore, our commitment to the rule-of law is embedded in the: Law Enforcement _: ; | : [T

e E:Codc of Ethics: Our training and pohc1es call for the strict adherence to the- warnings mandated by the

B - U, Supreme Court in Miranda v. Arizona (1966), havmg been 1mplemented successfully for over s1xty-‘ S

' i‘years and its initent to protect a suspect’s Fifth Amendment right to refuse to answer self—mcrrmmatmg L

o 33quest10ns ‘In that case, and others, the courts have been clear that eranda nghts do not go mto effect

L - ;untrl an arrest or m custody has occurred

o - :When con51dermg the 1mplementat1on of i new Iaw the quest1on becomes whether or not such passage :. : - ﬁ‘: ' : o
- will initiate posmve change for those constituents who have elected lawmakers to office. LD 748 would PR

" impede investigations and compromise pubhc safety While we understand the intent of this bill is to
.. protect the rights of some, we-cannot ignere the potent1al for negatlve consequences ‘that will 1mpact
oL others. The threat that civil charges could be filed against law enforcement officers for fallmg to..
R ::M1randlze would mh1b1t pohce from domg the very _]ob they took afi oath to perform o

- li'The outcome of Vega vS. Tekoh ascertamed that a c1t1zen cannot sie'a law enforcement ofﬁcer for

o ‘violating their Fifth Amendment right by not reading them their Miranda warning. ‘LD 748 is in front of | _1 RRNNR

- " . -this committee today because of a national initiative to respond to those court. f'mdmgs -Passage of LD
748 would unnecessarily burden law enforcement ‘agencies: across thie state who are currently facing. -

RN - “critical: staﬁ'mg shortages and it would remove protect1on for those who have dedlcated therr 11ves to serve f : - S :

"'5';'::andprotect

_ g iThe questlon begs to be asked w111 1mp1ementmg these addltlonal eranda Warnmgs correct an mjusuce : E
" © - 'thathas been occurring in Maine? The resounding ariswer is no; the only outcomes of LD 748 would be T

. .confusion in our crrmmal Justlce system and another detnment to those cons1dermg a career m law

S :enforcement

: :Mame sherlffs apprecmte the opportumty to share our unammous pos1t1on of opposmon to LD 748 and

B : B :we urge cach of you to vote Ought Not To Pass 1 welcome any questlons you may have EETTE R

ff:Smcerely,. ‘ L

- - Sheriff Joel Merry

: i . - Past Pres1dent-At-Large
S .Mame Sherlffs Assocxatron



