
STATE OF MAINE 
-51, DEPARTMENT 

OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

SHENNA BELLOWS 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

������������������������������������������� 

TESTIMONY OF 
SHENNA BELLOWS, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Before the Joint Standing Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

Veterans and Legal Affairs 

March 1, 2023 

L.D. 258, An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and 

Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the 

Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 

30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025. 

Senators Rotundo and Hickman, Representatives Sachs and Supica, and distinguished members 

of the Joint Standing Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Veterans and 

Legal Affairs, my name is Shenna Bellows and I am the Secretary of State. I am here today to 
present testimony in support of those items presented in the 2024-2025 Biennial Budget for the 

Department of the Secretary of State. 

Department information begins on page A-628 of the Budget Document. 

Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations 0692 

There are 8 General Fund initiatives and 1 Other Special Revenue initiative: 

l. Initiative: Provides funding for the increase in the annual membership dues for the 

Electronic Registration Information Center program. The All Other request is $8,200 in 

FY2023-24 and $13,030 in FY2024-25. 

The 130th Legislature directed the Secretary of State to join the Electronic Registration 

Information Center (ERIC) program and provided funding to pay the annual maintenance 

fee for fiscal year 2021-22 and fiscal year 2022-23. The ERIC Board voted in 2022 to 

raise the amiual fee for fiscal year 2022-23 based on increased costs to ERIC. This 

increase is included in a Supplemental Budget request for fiscal year 2022-23 and 

provides for a proportional increase for fiscal year 2023-24 and fiscal year 2024-25. 

2. Initiative: Provides funding for the March 2024 Presidential Primary, which only occurs 

every four years and is not included in the baseline budget. The All Other request is 
$178,600 in FY2023-24.
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9. Initiative: Establishes one Public Service Coordinator I position and provides funding for 

related All Other costs. The Personal Services request is $104,191 in FY2023-24 and 

$109,844 in FY2024-25. The All Other request is $11,207 in FY2023-24 and $2,796 in 

FY2024-25. 

This Public Service Coordinator I position, (Ballot and Voting Systems Manager), would 

require specialized knowledge of ballot design and layout as well as ballot tabulation and 

accessible voting systems operation. The position would oversee ballot design and layout 

(including accessible absentee ballots) for all state races including general, primary, 

referendum and special elections. The position would also oversee the testing and 

coordinate maintenance of all voting-related equipment including tabulators and 

accessible voting machines and work with municipalities on equipment security and 

proper storage and maintenance. This position would coordinate procurement of new 

voting systems, and would also coordinate the procurement, installation and security of 

absentee ballot drop boxes. 

There is one language item in Part PPP on page 52. 

Sec. PPP-1. Rename Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations. Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations program within 

the Department of Secretary of State is renamed the Bureau of Corporations, Elections and 

Commissions program. 

Sec. PPP—2. Rename Elections and Commissions. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

the Elections and Commissions program within the Department of Secretary of State is renamed 

the Federal Elections Grant program. 

Sec. PPP-3. Maine Revised Statutes amended; revision clause. Wherever in the Maine Revised 

Statutes the program name “Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations” appears, it is 

amended to read “Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions” and the Revisor of 

Statutes shall implement this revision when updating, publishing or republishing the statutes. 

Sec. PPP—4. Maine Revised Statutes amended; revision clause. Wherever in the Maine Revised 

Statutes the program name “Elections and Commissions” appears, it is amended to read “Federal 

Elections Grant” and the Revisor of Statutes shall implement this revision when updating, 

publishing or republishing the statutes. 
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PART PPP SUMMARY 

This Part renames two programs within the Department of the Secretary of State to reflect the 

functions performed. The Bureau of Administrative Services and Corporations program is 

renamed to the Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions program. The Elections and 

Commissions program is renamed to the Federal Elections Grant program. Sections 3 and 4 

direct the Revisor of Statutes to update these program names when updating, publishing or 

republishing the statutes. 

This concludes my testimony on the items included in the Governor’s proposed 2024-2025 

Biennial budget. 

I would be happy to answer your questions now or at the work session. 

Thank you.

5


