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MAINE FEDERATION OF HUMANE SOCIETIES 

February 27, 2023 

Testimony in Opposition to LD 595 — An Act to Require Major Substantive Rulemaking for the 

Companion Animal Sterilization Fund To the Committee on Agricultural, Conservation and Forestry 

Senator lngwersen, Representative Pluecker, and members of the Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

Committee: 

My name is Katie Lisnik and l am the Executive Director the Greater Androscoggin Humane Society in Lewiston 
and Secretary of the Maine Federation of Humane Societies (MFHS). l am offering testimony in opposition to 
LD 595 on behalf of MFHS whose board also includes representatives from the Animal Refuge League of 
Greater Portland in Westbrook, Animal Welfare Society in Kennebunk, Bangor Humane Society in Bangor, 
Greater Androscoggin Humane Society in Lewiston, Humane Society of the United States, Maine State Society 

for the Protection of Animals in Windham, PAWS Animal Adoption Center in Camden, Pope Memorial Humane 

Society in Thomaston, and Spirits Place Cat Sanctuary in St. Albans. 

We have been participating in various discussions and efforts to make needed improvements to the 
Companion Animal Sterilization Fund, more commonly known as the Help Fix ME Program (HFM), for quite 
some time. While there is still more to do, we believe that progress is being made under the new Animal 
Welfare Program leadership, and that these efforts to improve and modernize the program ought to be given a 

fair chance. 

As you are aware, rule-making is already well underway, with final proposed revisions in the hands of the 

Attorney General's Office. We submitted the attached written comments and markup to the Department of 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry in connection with the proposed rule changes to Chapter 702 during 

the public comment period. Contrary to what proponents of this bill may have stated the current active rules 

are not adequate to allow for an outside entity to be able to run the program effectively and efficiently, nor 

are they flexible enough to allow the program to evolve to address current issues and needs in our state. 

While the proposed draft rules are not perfect, we believe they improve the functionality of the program, and 
allow it to grow into a hybrid model that supports collaborative efforts that have proven successful across the 

state in recent years, and indeed are the only thing bringing spay/neuter sen/ices to rural and remote parts of 

Maine. 

With the state poised to finalize the draft rules and to move into the RFP phase, this bill proposes to require 

major substantive rulemaking for the HFM program, which, if applied retroactively to the current rule-making 
effort, will cause further delays and prevent needed surgeries from happening. The shelters in the Maine 

Federation of Humane Societies are getting calls every day from individuals who qualify for and want to use 

Help Fix ME support for their animals’ sterilization. Further delays are only going to cause more pregnancies, 

unwanted litters and animals being surrendered or abandoned due to unwanted hormonal behaviors.
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As the RFP moves forward, we also encourage the incorporation of a framework for handling complaints 
and/or oversight with respect to things such as the standards of care being utilized. Having adequate checks 

and balances in place to ensure quality of care is important for transparency and the success of the program. 

We understand and share in the frustration surrounding this important and life-saving program. We all want 
to see this program used effectively, efficiently and successfully to help animals across our state and especially 

in areas of most need. The Animal Welfare Program has put in a good faith effort to improve this program 

whether it stays within the Department, or is contracted out. We believe the current draft rules will allow for a 

more nimbie program and that the RFP needs to move ahead without any further delays. 

Thank you for your consideration and opportunity to submit testimony. 

Sincerely, 

{Katie Bimik 

Katie Lisnik 

Secretary, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Greater Androscoggin Humane Society, Lewiston 

Wang 
Patsy Murphy 
Vice President, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Animal Refuge League of Greater Portland, Westbrook 

Suaan flhende/rgaat 

Suzan Prendergast 

Board Member, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Bangor Humane Society, Bangor 

swat, 33ut€m 

Shelly Butler 

Board Member, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

PAWS Animal Adoption Center, Camden 
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Lee Palmer 

Board Member, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
President 

Spirit's Place Cat Sanctuary, St. Albans 

.7\’§atie .7£am&e/014; 

Katie Hansberry 

President, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Maine Senior State Director 

The Humane Society of the United States 

Abigail Smith 

Treasurer, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Animal Welfare Society, West Kennebunk 

Eaacq Sala 

Tracy Sala 

Board Member, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Pope Memorial Humane Society, Thomaston 

aatmr, wwdfilwg
t 

Kathy Woodbrey 
Board Member, Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
Executive Director 

Maine State Society for the Protection of Animals, 

Windham
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MAINE FEDERATION OF HUMANS SDCIETIES 

RE: Proposed Rule Changes to Chapter 702, Rules for the Low Income Spay Neuter Program 

January 28, 2023 

Director Steciuk: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments regarding the proposed rule changes to Ch. 702, Rules for the Low 

Income Spay Neuter Program. The Maine Federation of Humane Societies’ Board appreciates and supports the Animal 

Welfare Program's efforts to improve the Help Fix ME program, but we do have some recommendations for your 
consideration. 

Our suggested changes are described below as well as set forth in the attached mark-up of the rulemaking proposal in 

blue text. Our suggestions seek to provide further improvements to the Help Fix ME program rules in the following three 

ways: recognizing that since the program's inception there have been significant changes in the veterinary field and 

Maine's pet, shelter, and feral cat populations requiring a broadening of the program's focus to reflect current needs; 

adding needed flexibility for some specifics of the program administration; and adding clarity and/or consistency in some 

sections. 

The Help Fix ME program has played a large part in the great progress made in Maine and it is essential it remain a 

resource and evolve to better help address current challenges such as immense financial and geographic barriers to 

accessing veterinary and pet care services. Doing so can help keep people and pets together by providing a way to close 

the service gap that exists for in underserved areas with veterinary and pet resources deserts. 

SUMMARY 
- Add to the program's purpose list ”g) Under-resourced areas lacking access to basic veterinary care” 

1. DEFlNlTlONS 
~ FERAL CAT: Add to the definition ”For purposes of program administration this term can also include community 

cats who may vary in sociability to people, but are not owned." 
- OVERPOPULATION: This definition is not necessary because there will always be a need for the program in low- 

income pet owning households due to the lack of access to care, which is a growing problem. Also, with respect 

to feral cats the use of the term ”sustainable size" isn't appropriate as the goal of TNR efforts is to ultimately 

have the population get to zero over time. Any unaltered feral cat could be considered an overpopulation. 
- SPAYZNEUTER EVENT: Change ”twenty or more” to "multiple" because there could be an event that should be 

eligible where there could be fewer than 20 surgeries because the event is focused on large dogs. 
- STRAYANIMAL: Add "lost" to the definition. 
- VETERINARY PROVIDER: Since there is no definition of "Animal Welfare Organization" change it to ”licensed 

animal shelter" which is defined. 

2. ELIGIBILITY 
- Q Change ”veterinarian” to "veterinary provider" 
- Q: Maintain the reference to ”and/or the Administrator" because the if the program is contracted out it would 

be burdensome for the Administrator to have to contact the AWP Director in every instance of considering the 
waiving of a co-pay. It would be more efficient for there to be an agreement/understanding between the AWP 
Director and the Administrator of when the waiving of a co-pay ls acceptable the specifics of which do not need 

to be included in the rules. 
- Q: Income eligibility should be more flexible and broadened by removing references to percentages of the 

poverty level and simply refence and moving the language from B up into this section. 

3. VETERINARY PARTICIPATION 
- Q: Add ”or Administrator" since there is the option for the program to be contracted out and in that case the 

funds would be paid to the veterinary providers by the Administrator.
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4. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
- $1 Keep as "|ssuing vouchers" to maintain flexibility with such specific details of administration. Preference for 

a coding system can an agency policy, which can more easily be updated, if necessary, but such detail does not 
need to be in the rules. 

- i Remove the descriptor ”large" since there is since there is a spay/neuter event definition. 
~ There are some instances where it still says "veterinarian" that should be updated to "veterinary provider" 
- Q: Change "veterinarians" to ”veterinary providers" and add ”an" before "application" 
- iz Change "veterinarians" to ”veterinary providers” and add “; and" 
~ Q Change "AWP” to "Commissioner" since this section applies whether AWP or a contracted entity is 

administering the program. Add "provider" after ”veterinary" 
- 5: Remove "The contracted organization shall submit quarterly financial reports to the Commissioner. This report 

shall include but not be limited to the number of vouchers issued, an accounting of funds dispersed, and balance 
of the account." as this is duplicative of the quarterly reporting requirement in A.7. 

5. PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT 
- This section should be broadened to include additional measurements reflecting the many purposes of the HFM 

program listed in the summary section. Accordingly, add "Additional information to be considered in assessing 
the success of the program, includes, but is not limited to, annual municipal animal control reports filed in 

accordance with 7 MSRA §3948 §§4, dog bite data, rabies data, and number of vouchers issued in under-served 
areas." 

6. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 
- Similarly, this section should also be updated to provide flexibility and reflect the many purposes of the program 

and changes described above since the inception of the program and not just focus on references to 

overpopulation, which can be difficult to assess. Additionally, there is no longer a need to have any sort of breed 

restricting language. Accordingly, replace the entirety of A. 1-4 with ”ln order for the Companion Animal 
Sterilization/Help Fix ME funds to be used effectively in accordance with the program's purpose they shall be 
expended according to requests for assistance from qualifying applicants and/or veterinary providers. 

Additionally, the Commissioner shall consult with licensed animal shelters, veterinary providers, and other 

stakeholders the Commissioner deems appropriate to make determinations for prioritizing funding for certain 
geographic areas or species as needed." We did not include "low-income” as a descriptor of applicants as there is 
no such requirement for those applying for vouchers for feral cats. 

Thank you for your consideration and we would be happy to discuss our comments or provide additional information. 

Sincerely, 

la!‘/b 53':/Z 

Katie Lisnik 

Secretary 

Maine Federation of Humane Societies 
info@mefed.org 

MFHS Board Members: Shelly Butler, Katie Hansberry, Katie Lisnik, Patsy Murphy, Lee Palmer, Suzan Prendergast, Tracy 
Sala, Abigail Smith, and Kathy Woodbury. 

01-001 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 

Chapter 702: RULES FOR THE LOW INCOME SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM 

Summary: This Chapter establishes and implements a low-income spay/neuter program for cats and dogs. Eligibility requirements for 
participation in the program and procedures for veterinarian reimbursement, and program administration and performance measurements 
are contained in these rules. 

The purpose of the low—income spaylneuter program is to reduce: 

a) Stray and unwanted cats and dogs 

b) Cat and dog euthanasia rates 

c) Dog bites 
d) Feral cats 

e) Threats to public health and safety from rabies and other zoonotic diseases.



f) Community and state animal control costs 
g') l_I’1_n_der»resourced areas lacking access_to basic ycgernlagyggag 

1. DEFINITIONS 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

i_ 
_ 

, ___,,, 

I. 

J. 

K. 

la 

IT-iii. 

Mei). 

CAT — A member of the genus and species known as t‘e+is 
__ 1T_e_L1‘ ._s' catus. 

COMMISSIONER — The Commissioner of the State of Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 
Forestry. 

DEPARTMENT — The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. 

DOG — A member of the genus and species known as eaiiisQ_ a];1_1§;fi1miIiar'is. 

DOG LICENSE — A State of Maine license obtained by the owner or keeper of a dog at the age of 6 months or more, 
on or before January 1*‘ of each year. 

FERAL CAT — A cat without owner identification of any kind that consistently exhibits extreme fear in the presence 

of people. For purposes of program administration this term can also include community cats who may vary in 
sociability to people. but are not owned. 

KEEPER — A person in possession or control of an animal becomes the keeper of a stray domesticated animal, other 
than a dog or livestock, if the person feeds that animal for at least 10 consecutive days. 

LICENSED ANIMAL SHELTER - A—i5aeility¢ _E_agi_li _ty licensed by the state;M %M%&uewe% 
part-efla~physieal—streettae that piY¢>*=4<ies-tena»poiaen§;re~i' ~§i*ei=raaaiiet+t~siie¥ter—te h;@ l§_ §_1g§l __ operates 

for the p urpose cifpggr/icliiig stray, abandoned, abused, or owner-surrendered animals= with sanctuagyuor lfiii_§l_i_ng_th_e 
animals telnnctwr.eu;i2.<;§mm1ent,asi_QntiiI.el19n1rzs;m..a-i‘e§c.ne;;nmn1l.ia¢n 

" 
2>’ _1;.LL__ l1B State- scd l 

-i3<.‘~i’ .\*f~‘<1~ .'~;¥.~ll*§‘ri~£~ia\~ 
‘ when 

OWNER — Any person, firm, partnership, association or corporation that owns, keeps or harbors a dog or other 
animal. 

PROGRAM — The Low-Income Spay/Neuter Program for dogs and cats. 

SPAY/NEUTER — To sterilize a female animal by removing the ovaries or to castrate a male animal by removing the 
testicles or by FDA approved pharmaceutical sterilization. 

SPAY/NEUTER E\[_ENT ~- A scl1gd_gl§Q__ggei1t_by_g_i vetggiawrgpigyiglegwhether in a mobile clinic. pop-up Cilj_l_l_§_Q[ 
'l1c.r2 i;rnrit _it1t§aaiaeiwrm-.hei2i1uLnk:r!.L2cr:_day_tc_eIi ible He! Fix ME 

participants. 

STRAY ANIMAL — A cat or dog with no known owner that may be deserted, sick, lost. or injured. 

Vl?.'l‘ERlNARY PRQVlDEK;;_’\/eteyinariaii liggensed in the State ol‘l\/1;rin_e,_§[__<;t;e_i;i_ria Clinic Licensed ll’l_§_i_l_§_S_l§L(;__Qi 

Maine. or lice _g5;tl _;_i;':_irrizil shelter _l_i]flL1§t§1 ___Ell;__i§_§t_$_'t__(}ll£:) veterinarian on staff and 

regularly provides 3_p;_iy_/i1e_ ‘i;_gei‘vice;s_t9__t_lie public. ute 

UNWANTED — A cat or dog abandoned or not wanted by its owner or keeper. 

2. ELIGIBILITY 

A. To be eligible for the low-income spay/neuter program for a p_-_ c:t,__<;n,t__o_r;l_og a person must: 

1. Be an independent adult (18 years or older and not declared as a dependent for tax purposes by another 
person); 

2. Be a Resident of the State of Maine; 

3. Be the owner or keeper of the cat or dog being spayed or neutered by a participating x;e_teringi1 

pro-vider; 

4. Make a co-payment determined on an annual basis by the Commissioner. The requirement for a co- 
payment may be waived if the Director of the Animal Welfare Program and/or the Adminis‘ o_r {c!l_ 

determines that its payment by the owner or keeper of the animal would create a financial hardship; and 

5 . H-?I~‘$€¥—€i~i’r€}t%Se<i%€ri~€ir-itttetitfitie *ii'%~2i~l+dm3-L21 tltheaederaka 

Qenamissiaries>rrra§-eirreretlr-r;etliei~i<r»i+se§aekkineenee~li+nit~iei>tlrerria1aeses~e€-alais-ae{}a4ren%eat~a~§itt+~t~§Q¥/éeei 
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feral catgwili he spat},-=egi. ;’it_eiitcz~gti ‘t‘>"iEi'l(§l!,£ttfl 3{ii?»2l _\' or tiilltgijggp1iiteiiggigoif_§iiQi1fii;};bv §§3;ci3_r;,gggn_i_g_§_rp_tittei:itzfirejigjyr 

ieml "1 _I;@_ti1Q*»‘<¥1<¢t_l. '\ i cats a 

VETERINARIAN PARTICIPATION 

A. 

B. 

Any ~vetei¢iaai¢ian~lieen~seel-in~this~siate~may_@g:r_hg§rj,Qg>1glerp;1ay_i§gtiggfunding to participate in the program 

established under this Chapter. To participate, a ==Leter~ii=rai=iany_eterir1a11p_ro\_/_igie;; must file a-signeei@_app_lica1i_ tn; 
L. <-:<1r1@§L_ iIJ.t;.L1iiuli_u.gilQ1;_ th.esti.l;g5>;ri§s..szam1htefi_ts>_itLth.¢_l.2;n1en.fl1.J2.§thzd£QlLat ti iQm 
agreement with the Commissioner on t>rl=>iennialgnJ__aini__ut_11 basis on a form provided by the Commissioner agreeing to 

all pre-set fees and program conditions. Pre-set fees shall be set by the Commissioner on a—hier+.~ria4aii annual basis in 

consultation with the Maine Veterinary Medical Association. 

llor-aH~etit~ss~e>aael—ei<>,gs*-stei=I ~l&' s.eeeiisnder-this-pregisa+n—thefl]1g:_Commissioner g)g;_"_ggijiiiistt';rtor shall r 

veterinarians Qi”O\'i(i_§_fil_i}tiill§Y to _tl3_e__3_/9_t_,e_r_i,i1ag"y 43gp__vltie1‘ . pre~paic1_ip_n s_i _ng_le or multiple installments for ser-wiees-en—e 

ng_i_nb_e1;QL.§u_ijger_i~_ 2s agreed to,_with the pre»set~s~n~iotrnt—.l’uture installments 

conditioned upon usage of at lea __s1_”Z5%_<_)Lthe first _ipstall1nent_m_Q_ni_e§ and availability ol’ funding. \/eterii@_1;y, 

providers shall co|l_egt_gQ_-pays ai1gi__agggnn1_gii)_t;tlle1p__iQ__Q1§:_;3:;g@1g_prg_ces_sL The pre-set fee per surgery shall cover 
the cost of the pre-surgical exam, the spay/neuter surgery and a rabies vaccination. The veterinarv pr91i_tLe_1;_nJay 
charge the pre-set_fee for ll_t'fQQ§_§2}[y_ aiici_i_§ic_>ggt_l _aQpgoy_c1cl _p§gi_t1Qules_h1cl_uciii1gEVRCP vaccine. Dill_.i’l?__y_g_lcci11_<_:_L_tle_a 

and tick trea_t;1_ie_nt;._ pain _l}lE}_Ilj<L£§t;,l11Q1_ij_€_i_I_i§i _<_3;QO_QQi_‘ ; The owner shall be responsible for the payment of any additional 
procedures administered by the veterinarian that are not covered under this program. 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

A. 

B. 

The Department’s Animal Welfare (AWP) or an o1'ganization»ee-iathleiehml that meets the statutory requirements of 
Title 7 M.R.S. §39l0-B {[1-A Companion Animal Sterilization Fund ;m_gl_ea_i1_sl1_g>\t' that it has suffici§nt_st;§fi_tg 

administer the pr;Qg1;t_r1r _a1gi_e>ip_eri5;ngg;__1yn_ii1ging_p_r_9g§aiiis Oi:§ill1fl§11j_ii1i}_§i_lfig, on a statewide basis, shall administer 

the program for the Commissioner and shall be responsible for: 

l. issuing vgtgglgis; 
lssmkageaéegrwwtieeiieieseseeaelieieaemisees-as-enz%iei;%en+e 

Pepe-t=>L¢ne> ; * K" i+een+e 

amine s r isveriéieaieie<e<~>§ie%i~tienal%3»eaaiii»5tle~‘#»ereéilwta-ei»ei>#:;+%nia»g~lazaehvsneisery . r BF’:-64~}<ci’t-’ 
_ 
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2. Procuring eeteiehaaiitaatgetegj nary iqgqyigiei; participation agreements and maintaining positive relations with 

the veterineeika*a+s\/etei;i_;gg;r3[ _p;;o_§1§§1[_s; 

3. Maintaining a list of participating _pr_o_v_i_gle_rs; 

4. Determining individual owner eligibilityt 

& and/or itrthyeggse Qf‘Sl)Ely/iit3l!§_g3_LQ‘1§3}i§,_]]§l§Lhy vet.erii"_ia§),1_provi<iei's. establisliing .1 pr‘oges_. _s 

ensuring that participating veteaiiieaiaisstxfidse£epaym%t%deterr mwAmeaeHnHwe%§ 
1ete;in;u:u>;cc.yitl1zr.§_a1*e verii"‘ y_in2 eligihiliiizg 

é» 

57» . Re-imlaaesin-g—veteiali+ailhinsasvaeeeiahmee-»t4th4lte~ag$eeama+&s—anel-tliesaeatxiese 

L Dispensing fun;1_s_tg_*»>eterir+aeia~s+sy_fl21;m;gr_y_pro;~_1igl<gi;5_jg1_atimely__n3_aiiriei' once an application i’< _1ij_fit1n__giing 

approved;-1 

Q Collecting_ag_d re\_' _i_§\ving prgggss _r_ep_Q11s lion; yglginarv providers including specific 
vouchers i*eQee:n_e3i. fung@ggpg3gifipg§_s1__11m_dr;,;§ei11aininggglignges needed for additional tiiiicliiiggaccgnntjrig 
Lot‘ co;gags_p;;_i_d clii'ec_tly__tQ_ y_etg:gi;_ig;r'v pl'(V\’l(i<§l'f.';' _e_tcT: and 

I/M. Reporting qttai~tei;ly_tQ_-AQF’-l'l§l_ie C(>l}"t _li]_lfiSi€">l1t3i" o_tUp_r9gra;_n progrtgssgiricltlciing a reconciliatio_n ofall 
l‘ 
un<liug.. _:. /nu<>lLw§_iss126<1/@.§l¢.<;mtL.y9.ts: .rmary llt'<l§Ll$§;¢_I' pw'tiein.antnI'<>t;ress vs funding fiQP\l¢%1i _iQI1i 

If the program is contracted to an organization»ei=~iii~tiitli<l-it-al, the Commissioner shall deposit all availaijg funds in the 

Companion Animal Sterilization Fund directly into the Help Fix ME account of the organization e~r~ind§ w~ielaal~as 
determined by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services. ilhe-wr hialMtltnd 

Fl&§hm%%lt-raisedeta»téve~é§etn+rii%%ii%eiterrlilhi»s-repeatadmH%éa-e &i {seize 

�������



Q In avoidance of a1g_\,' _g9,1_1_ilict 01” ir1te§§§_n_i_l)e a_gl111ini;sjrato1' o1“t_l_i5;_p1"og[ang§l1all not be eligible to recci\{g_p_gygj1_i,t_;n_t,s or 

vouchers from lheilincl. with tlree.1ss¢n1i<>.i1,o£_th2. allIllhllfi1l1lil,(ll1_.i:§l€LD,£>LlQ_Q?i§t~l€d 15%, 

5. PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT 

Performance Measurement is necessaly to determine the success of the program and to assess if any changes in the program 
should be made. To measure the performance of this program, the AWP shall require standardized reporting of statewide cat 
and dog intake by type (incliidiggg but not li1'11 _ iteg_Lt _o __oi.v1ier sg_1‘_i;e_rlgi_ers. strays, seijz,gre_,_ziml __ti'zi11st‘ e1"s in from Witliii1 ,_tl1e§tg@_gu1_Q 
9_1it_Q1f state) and euthanasia hy_typ_e numbers to the AWP by licensed animal shelters, which are required to keep and maintain 
such information in accordance with 01-001 CMR Chapter 701: Rules Governing Animal Welfare 1C. The reporting will be on 
forms provided by the Department. ;_§;.gIitiorizi iui‘ orinaii;g;_tgi1@ggis5giei"eri in zi_ssessiru 

_;1 
iii§_iiAtIC€L\IS gf the fiI‘€}§!!'Z2iTl,, iiieitiries. 

not iimiicti i€L__;}ilt‘:L22ii zriiiggigipgjizzii1i1aicoi'rtg51rqpQr;gs iii_e<l in ;'lC(.fOi*(l£ii‘1Qej Wiiil T-’ 2\-'iSi1i./\ §394%§ §__t§4, dQ_g_r hit_§_d_atzt, rai _?~i _c§ 

data. angi_gt_zmher:it‘ vouel1_gggissue<l in tl!’E(iCi'~i§Ci‘\/Gil ‘trims r t 1 

6. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 

A. In order for the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund /Help Fix ME funds to be used effectively in aecortlanee with 
the pi'ogmi11" s purpose iiiey siiail he expended £1CG(‘)l"(llI‘1§_Z to requests for assistance iioin qualii‘;i11;; applicants zmrl_/oi" 

x‘ClQi'iii2'il'}-' prim iders. Atieiitionaiiy, the Coiiiiiiissioiici" sltnll consult with licensetl zmimal sliclicrs. \:ctc1'inary 

pl‘O\’itici‘>.. and other Si£lii'i3iit')ltlt3£‘f§ the Coniiriissivmei‘ tleonia appropriate to make rieteri1"1ir1zuio11s for prioritixiiig 
i‘ undin;; for certain gcograpiiir: are-as or species as needed ai1d~i%+'iuee~a " 

. , 

appoiaienu+ea+<+€ltize-i5ei+el@+%<a—i1irs—:»%r1i-i—i=><+i»ri+;eil-ied-i++tl=ie-pr+>gi=¢ei>/1~+i%ziil-laa»eteta~rri+1~r=a-ei-t
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7. FUNDING 

A Low-Income Spay/Neuter Fund shall be established for this program. Any monies received by the Commissioner in 
accordance with the authority provided by 7 M.R.S. §?+9~%- _3_2lQ-B{i»-3%, shall be deposited into a separate, non-lapsing account 
and shall be dedicated for use by the Commissioner exclusively for implementation of this program, including veterinarian 

ayments, administration, promotions and other costs associated with the program. Interest earnings credited to 

the assets of the fund shall become part of the fund. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 7 M.R.S. §3906-B and §39l0-B 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 
June 9, 2004 - filing 2004-206 

AMENDED: 
May 8, 2011 -filing 2011-137, filing 2011-137 

CORRECTIONS: February, 2014 — agency names, formatting
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