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February 21, 2023

Re: "An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and Other
Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the
Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending
June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025," specifically the child care wage suppoit
programm (pg. A307)

Dear Chairs Rotundo, Baldacci, Sachs and Meyer, and distinguished members of the Appropriations
and Financial Affairs and Health and Human Services Committees,

-

Please accept my written testimony in support of the child care wage supplements within the Health

and Human Services portion of the biennial budget before you today.
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Without affordable and accessible child care, Maine’s economy suifers.

& business pelspective, the lack of access Lo child care programs, especially that faced by
hitdren and their families, is a real economic challenge for Maine.
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As policymakers know well, Maine is the most rural state in our nation. Neari\/ a quarter - 23
percent — of kids in rural Maine live in poverty. They often lack access to resources, including early
education programs and child care. In fact, 2021 and 2023 reports by Council for a Sivong America
indicate that 26 percent of Maine’s rural children today live in “child care deseris,” where three times
more Kids are eligible for child care than there are licensed slots.
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