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February 21, 2023 

Re: "/in Act it/raking Unified Appropriations and Allocations irorn the General Fund and Other 
Funds for the Expenciitures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the 

Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending 
June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025, " specifically the ch//0’ care vi/age support 

prograrn (pg. /-E307)
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Dear Chairs Rotundo, Balclacci, Sachs and Meyer, and distinguished members of the Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs and Health and Human Services Committees, 

Please accept my Written testimony in support oi the child care vvage supplements within the Health 
anal Human Services portion of the biennial budget before you today. 
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o"i’r’ei' my cernrnents a business leader; as a member of Eclucate l\/laine’s Board of Directors and 
as member of the business organization React;/Nation. Gotham Saving Bank and these 
oi‘;;;z;b.iz:;tions vvorl<ing to support: the l\/iaine5?1parl< Coalitiori’s vvorl< tovvarté achieving l\/iaine‘s 

ecizicational goal that 60 percent of ll/laine aclaits have creclentiai of value by 2025. 

l i;:>e!ie\ie that the lack oi access to qualiéiy early li’3<’:tl'l‘lll‘l<_) J’ 'to:ind in child care is an ecorzomic issue for 
l\/s 

CT“ ./<—>;r the ::ot:ree at the last ‘Few tliere has §><3(3l"i ll‘i(I7E'€;¥;Ei;”lf1J% m_§ml;=ei’ news reperts and 
6tIil§Oi"i8§S commenting on the tragility of the child care sector, how that was made worse by the 
|3er=~ i»:%<~;=ri‘i%<: the ongoinig :':;"%;§'aggiles: wfiihiiti the -ezhilci cane ‘=_.’\!fli“l(l€O%'<J{§’ ialagtieai by tow tong 

' ' 

tarriover. .r1‘».l"lci the tact that ail of these issues are cltiallenginjgj every sector of 
l\/' §:-?:§i“i€:‘»' - especially in rural r'\/laine. 
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Fci: iri;it.ri;'ti'ie=; {€ii;5'i€ i'riarn§/ others, rnany oi‘ my ern§:il<";yees rely ohiiri care ax; they can work 
4‘ l l I 1 X 
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vvitti §;e2;=';<=: ct rriiriri their cnit<;tir"e' ~::r are sat:-;, i"'ll,§l"it,,ti"<":‘-Ci. St'6s.E';i aality is €l:hat cello! care 

is the \iv<>ri~<t:ii-<:e that supports ail other \ivorl<*iorc:es in l\/laine. 

lililthout aii’<;>r=;ta.l3le and accessible child care, l'\/li;eiine’s economy setters. 

�� 

t>r.isii'iess perspective, lack access to chiicl care programs, especially by 
Ftiiéii c iioiren and their families, is a real eoonoriiic cl'iailenge for l\/iaine. 
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As policymakers l<rto\/v vi/ell, l‘\/iaihe is the most rural state in our nation. Nearly quarter ~ _2_Z§ 
percent - of kécls in rural l\/lathe live in poverty. They often lacl~< access to resources, including early 
etttucatiort programs and chilo‘ care. in "tact, 2021 ahol 2023 reports by Coun<_:il for a S'it‘Oi'iQ America 
lridlcate that 26 Qercent of R/iaihe’s rural chilclren today live in “chllcl care cieserts," vvhere three times 

more kicts are eligible for chiloi care than there are licehsect slots. 

Qua 
stmzess; throughout school anti as adults. they are a l<ey 

����� 

ity early §1£'%FEitliil“iQ and c§'ti€§:t;t pi"egra1'rte s;igrtiti<>:¢mtty help l<ictc, fouitc 
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§:»2*ograms cart also IE3€‘€\/:3 to atliraci; rtevv 'tt*tri'tiiies to our helping to grow 
M IE3 i rt vi/ori<’tot"ce. 

For ati ct these reasons, l eleasettt ;o su;;>i;>c>lw1 QOX/tfl‘i’;tI 

COl to "tttrtci the 551200/moi 
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Jaci~;soi"i will propose 
sttgpiemerttt. it my hope that all ct’ you vvill vi/orl< in a bi-partisa 
pl' 1'f>j;?C1S81;i vvhen it your res'pecti'a/e Clorhmittees. 
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trier increase the wage 
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wion to also support that 

ta §%'l\/\’3?';§fi'it£i“i’§,f'3 iit't;Jr'o\/:~: actzesss to t.;uat%Zi' _~,/ child 
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1 therit succeed in lite. 
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