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Testimony in Support of L.D. 258 An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations 
from the General F und and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and 
Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State 

Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025 

Good morning Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs, and members of the Appropriations 

and Financial Affairs Committee, and good moming Senator Baldacci, Representative Meyer, and 

members of the Health and Human Services Committee. My name is Aaron M. Frey, and I have 
the privilege of serving as Maine’s Attomey General. I am here today to provide information on 

the Maine Recovery Fund, which is an item found at page A-121 in the Governor’s General Fund 

Recommended Biennial Budget 2024-2025. 

The Maine Recovery Fund (“Fund”) was established by the 130"‘ Maine Legislature to 

receive funds obtained from settled opioid litigation. P.L. 2022, ch. 661, §5; 5 M.R.S. §203-B. 

This account houses these funds until they are to be distributed by the Maine Recovery Council 

(“Council”) on uses approved by the court settlements. 

Presently, the Fund has received deposits from 3 different settlements with 5 defendants. 

As of this date, there is $l4,3 89,348.68 in the Fund awaiting distribution by the Council. The 

structure of all current settlements involves payments being made over a term of years. 

Information about payments that have been received and payments that are anticipated may be 
found on the Office of the Attorney General (“OAG”) Webpage.1 

In addition to the information about settlement payments received and anticipated, there is 

also information on the OAG webpage detailing the work of the Council? 

I have been in contact with the Council Chair. It is developing a process to distribute the 

funds and working on a collaborative approach to allow these funds to be used within the 

guidelines of the settlement and State statute in the hopes of saving lives. 

There are no initiatives proposed for the Fund in the biennial budget. 

‘ https1/fwww.maine.gov/ag/opioids/settlement-paymentshtml 
2 https1//www.maine.gov/agirecovery-council/index.shtml
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