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February 26, 2025  

  

Chair and Members of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee (ENR) 
111 Sewall St., Cross Bldg, Rm 
216 
Augusta, ME 04333  

  

Subject: Chandler Bay – Water reclassification impact upon lobster industry  

To Whom it May Concern:  

I am writing to express that I do not support Bill LD 2187 as it does not recommend Chandler 
Bay for an upgrade from SB class to SA class. I respectfully request that the ENR recommend 
Chandler Bay for an upgrade to SA class water quality. 

As the wife of a 4th generation Jonesport-Beals fisherman, I am writing to express my concern 
regarding the impact water quality degradation will have upon our vital fishing industry in 
Jonesport, Maine.  Revenue, licensing, and landing reports from 2024-2025 demonstrate our 
region’s heavy dependency on the pristine water quality of Chandler Bay. Any decline in water 
health threatens the ecosystem, local jobs, and our economy. 

Current DMR Zone A reports indicate that there are currently 1,222 lobster fishing licenses and 
606,492 tags, with each boat supporting multiple crew members. Preliminary data for the 2024 
season shows that Jonesport landed 86,125,724 pounds of lobster, generating over $528 million 
in revenue. Thie performance highlights the community’s commitment to sustainable fishing 
and the preservation of marine resources.  The industry further supports a wide range of 
processing, distribution, and retail jobs essential to our local families. 

Given that there are now four (4) years of scientific data on Chandler Bay’s water quality, I urge 
the ENR to consider this new evidence, which supports the fact that the bay is of SA quality.  I 
suggest that Chandler Bay be included in LD 2187 and recommended for an upgrade from SB to 
SA status. 

Sustainable practices must include upholding water quality standards as defined by the Clean 
Water Act, EPA guidelines, and Maine state laws.  As stated in MRS Title 38, section 464, the 
legislature’s intent is to manage and protect surface waters through a classification system 
based on scientific criteria. A discharge permit should never undermine the triennial review 
process, nor should external economic conditions.  After all, this is about water quality. 



2 
 

I ask the ENR to remain independent and base its decisions solely on current scientific analysis, 
which strongly indicates that Chandler Bay warrants an upgrade from its current SB class to an 
SA class. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

Carrie Peabody 
Jonesport, Maine 04649 
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Carrie Peabody
Jonesport
LD 2187
Please replace testimony submitted yesterday with this attached version as 
links/references within my documentation we're corrupted during the transmission of 
my testimony online.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
I did change the date of my paper to Feb 26 to indicate it is a revision , but the file 
name has not changed.
Please confirm that you were able to replace my documentation protesti.\nNg in the 
work session for LD 2187.


