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BODY OF TESTIMONY

| am a homebound and disabled attorney who may only work remotely,
unfortunately, so: the Books by Mail program has provided vital material for my
household for over a decade, now, | believe.

| was saddened to hear that staff have been reduced to one member -- at the
Maine State Library -- and that resources have been curtailed by funding loss.

Although Maine citizens and public officials tend to turn a blind eye, sadly, there
are many Maine citizens -- statewide -- who would benefit both from an
increase in funding to Books by Mail as well as structured support for the
Federal effort known as "Access to Justice," a public library -based program
which, at one juncture, aimed to provide on-site, in-library access to lawyers
for the indigent, downtrodden, and oppressed.

The State of Maine also urgently requires assistance with both victims'
assistance programs and properly steered education resources such as those
provided deftly and sensitively by the Maine State Library. | urge all lawmakers
to ensure that vital Library programs within the State of Maine remain fully
funded and staffed. Please approve maximum funding allocation for the State
of Maine Books by Mail program and fuller public support for the Maine State
Library, Museum, and Archives. Thank you. Atty. Eli Blackhouse, Gardiner,
Maine.

eli.blackhouse@blackhouselaw.org. Lawmakers may e-mail to me directly if |
can guide on this or other matters. EAB.

END OF STATEMENT

Electronically signed-

El rhctien Blacktionse
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Eli Archer Blackhouse
75 Adams Street, Apt 1G
Gardiner, ME 04345

(207) 620-2566
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