
 
 
 
  
 
 
     17 Market Square, South Paris, ME 04281 

 
February 18th, 2026  
 
Re: Supplemental Budget Proposal Hearing; Public Assistance Programs   
 
Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer, and the members of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Health and Human Services and the Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
Committee,  
 
My name is Victoria Forkus, and I serve as the Managing Director of the Maine Community 
Action Partnership (MeCAP). Our network administers the Home Energy Assistance 
Program through the Maine State Housing Authority, and we fully support the proposal to 
provide annual heating assistance payments to households that receive SNAP benefits.  
 
Families who receive SNAP benefits must meet income eligibility requirements and are 
already navigating the challenges of poverty. This proposal seeks to reduce the burden of 
heating costs for families that have already been identified as financially vulnerable. Under 
Title 22, Section 3108 of Maine law allows the state to determine an alternative pathway for 
providing a SNAP standard utility allowance in response to a change in federal law – the 
supplemental budget proposes to fund the program.  
 
This annual payment would offer meaningful relief for families that are already experiencing 
financial hardship. This program helps SNAP households avoid crises, keep their household 
budget stable, and keep their homes warm throughout the winter months.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Victoria Forkus  
Managing Director  
Maine Community Action Partnership (MeCAP) 
(M) 207-441-6657 

 
Victoria Forkus, Managing Director  
Maine Community Action 
Partnership 
c/o Community Concepts, Inc. 
17 Market Square 
South Paris, ME 04281 
207-441-6657 
 
Jason Parent, Executive 
Director/CEO 
Community Action in Aroostook 
Washington and Hancock Counties  
771 Main Street  
Presque Isle, ME 04769-1116 
207-764-3721 
 
James Martin, CEO 
Community Concepts, Inc. 
240 Bates Street 
Lewiston, ME   04240 
207-739-6553  
 
Suzanne Walsh, CEO 
Kennebec Valley Community Action 
Program 
101 Water Street 
Waterville, ME 04901 
207-859-1579 
 
Claire Berkowitz, CEO 
Midcoast Maine Community Action 
34 Wing Farm Parkway  
Bath, ME 04530 
207-442-7963 
 
Joe Everett, President and CEO 
The Opportunity Alliance 
50 Lydia Lane  
South Portland, ME 04106 
207-523-5055 
 
Kara Hay, President and CEO 
Penquis  
PO Box 1162 
Bangor, ME  04402 
207-973-3500 
 
Donna Kelley, President and CEO 
Waldo Community Action Partners
  
9 Field Street 
Belfast, ME  04915 
207-338-6809 
 
Noelle Coyne, CEO 
Western Maine Community Action, 
Inc. 
PO Box 200 
East Wilton, ME  04234-0200  
207-743-7763  
 
Carter Friend, CEO 
York County Community Action 
Corporation 
PO Box 72 
Sanford, ME  04073 
207-324-5762 
 
 
 
 
 


