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In Support of LD 2212 - An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations
from the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and
Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State
Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2026, and June 30, 2026

Appropriations and Financial Affairs as the committee

February, 17, 2026

To Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee,

As a faculty member at Central Maine Community College, I have seen the powerful impact of
the Free Community College initiative on my students. State-funded access has kept our
classrooms full, strengthened enrollment, and opened doors for students who otherwise might
never have pursued higher education.

Maine’s community colleges serve as an economic engine for our state. Continued funding will
allow us to sustain this momentum and prepare students to succeed in Maine’s evolving

workforce.

Thank you for your commitment to Maine’s learners.
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Tobby Bragdon, Ph.D.
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