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Testimony in favot of LD 307 ftom Sydney R. Sewall, MD MPH of Hallowell --

Senator Lawrence, Representative Sachs and distinguished members of the Joint Standrng

Committee on Enetgy, Udlities, and Technolog,v,

!

My name is S1,d1sy Sewall, and I am reptesendng the Maine Chaptet of Physicians for Social

Responsibilig. in suppot of this bi11. PSR Maine consists of 1000 health care providers fiom all

parts of the state who share coflcerlls about threats to public health that are be,vond g,pical
"diseases" - including climate change, environmental degradation, and nuclear conflagtation.

\il7e are not Luddites. We recogfize that AI may ptovide a boost to productivitv and social
wellbeing over time -- if it is applied with those goals in m1nd. Man1, clinicians are already using AI
in their clinical practices. We are concefned, howevet, that the technoiogy that supports AI - rn its

curreflt configuration - has consequences that need to be balanced against the potential benefits.

Until our electrical grid is fueled by renewables, the huge powet demands created b,v data centers

will inevitablv lead to increased release of carbon into the atmosphere, exacerbating climate
change (as well as raising electdcity costs). Their need for cooling systems will sttain water
fesoufces around any inland site or warm the coastal waters if sited near the ocearl. Any
chemical additives used in the cooling fluids need to be identified and checked for toxicity. The
many fans and pumps required for cooling data centers are mechanical and loud - creating

substanual noise pollution -- so afly site near a tesidential atea would be probiematic for the

surrounding population.

PSR Maine recently submitted testimony to the Lewiston City Council opposing a proposed AI data

center at the Bates Mi1ltn the downtown area. That pfoposal highlighted a growing statewide

challenge: municipalities are being asked to er.aluate hghl-u complex, tesource-intensir.e pfoiects
without meamngful regulatory sup.port. LD 307 addtesses this gap by cteating a state agency with
both the technical expertise and capaciq to perform an appropriate analvsi.s.

I hope the committee will delivet an "ought to pass" motion ol this bi1l.

Sincetely,

#",7,t -1 lL-
Svdnev R. Sewall, MD N{PH
Hailowell
Board Ptesident, PSR Maine
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