W, ermanent
\\ ////g Ommzisselon

= RACIAL, INDIGENOUS
‘ & TRIBAL POPULATIONS

Testimony in Support of LD 2136
An Act to Support Victims of Trafficking in Maine in Response to Federal Funding Cuts

7

\I

Presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

February 4, 2026

Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer and members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Health and Human Services, my name is Sam Zuckerman. | am the Policy
Coordinator of the Permanent Commission on the Status of Racial, Indigenous, and Triball
Populations. | am submitting this testimony on behalf of the Permanent Commission’s Policy
Committee in support of LD 2136, “An Act to Support Victims of Trafficking in Maine in

Response to Federal Funding Cuts.”

Victims of trafficking and exploitation deserve to be fully supported and cared for as
they recover from the trauma that they have experienced. And even though much of the
published data on sex trafficking fails to include the racial or ethnic background of survivors,
there is still clear evidence that youth and adults from BIPOC communities are especially
vulnerable to being targeted for commercial sexual exploitation.” A study between 2008 and
2010 found that 40% of federal human trafficking victims were Black women, compared to 26%
being white women.? In Maine, 12% of people of color have experienced trafficking, while only
2% of white people have.? And the information that we do have about rates of trafficking of

Indigenous people indicate that the disparities faced by them are staggering: a study on
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commercial sexual exploitation impacting Native women located in Minnesota found that nearly
half of the participants had been impacted by sex trafficking.* Indigenous women are also
murdered at a rate 10 times higher than the national average and incidences of missing

Indigenous women often go uninvestigated by federal authorities.®

These inequities are linked to other overlapping inequities that communities of color
face. 47% of unhoused people in Maine come from Black communities and Hispanic, Indigenous,
and Black Mainers all face higher rates of poverty and are paid lower incomes for the same
work than white Mainers.® Youth from communities of color also experience additional
disparities in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems.” In the justice system in particular,
youth of color are often treated as consenting adults by law enforcement due to harmful
stereotypes that portray them as more sexually mature than white youth, leaving youth of color
even more vulnerable to sexual exploitation.? It is critical that we support victims of trafficking
and exploitation so that they are able to heal from their trauma and build the future that they

want for themselves.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We urge you to vote in support of this bill.
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