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It is simply immoral and certainly inconsistent with our democratic principles and the
founding values of our nation - liberty, equality, justice and opportunity, to deny
members of our society and communities safe access to healthcare, schools and other
critical public services and spaces without fear.

Democrats and Republicans alike recognize the important public policy reasons of
making sure all children, regardless of immigration status, can receive an education
(as well as food and other stability provided at school), that all people can seek
medical care and share important public health information, and more.

It was also clear that such policies do not pose any significant impediment to law
enforcement, and the important public health reasons of ensuring all people could
access these places far outweighed immigration enforcement needs.

Under the current administration, immigration enforcement is broad and
indiscriminate, targeting immigrant communities in general and creating a public
health crisis that includes extreme fear and trauma, as well as actual family
separation, detention in inhumane conditions, and deportation to life-threatening
circumstances.

Since the Trump administration began its mass deportation campaign, immigrant
families in Maine have been afraid to leave their homes, to go to work, send their
children to school, seek healthcare, seek social services, attend religious services,
exercise their religion, move freely, and more. Hard working immigrant families and
neighbors, valued and contributing members of our communities, are now unable to
leave their homes to provide for themselves. This reign of terror is simply
unconscionable.

These fears were amplified in September 2025, when immigration agents conducted
an arrest in an elementary school driveway in Portland, with no justifiable reason why
the arrest could not have been conducted elsewhere.

Now with ICE’s new operation underway in Maine, the need for LD 2106 is
heightened and even more urgent.

There are more than 21,000 U.S. citizen children in Maine who have at least one
non-citizen parent. LD 2106 addresses the mental health and trauma crisis of mass
immigration enforcement, impacting immigrant communities in Maine and beyond,
including the well-being and development of children.

LD 2106 protects people accessing services at these sensitive locations, as well as the
people who work there.

This bill is also about protecting Maine’s overall workforce and economy - when
parents don’t feel safe sending their kids to school or leaving them at daycare, they
can’t go to work.

While Maine does not have the authority to prohibit all immigration enforcement at
places like schools, hospitals, and daycares — which is governed by federal law — the
state can put in place measures to ensure we are not actively permitting enforcement
at these places. Under the Constitution, to enter non-public areas, law enforcement
officers must either present a valid judicial warrant OR receive voluntary consent to
enter.

LD 2106 would provide important clarity and guidance to workers at these places that
a decision has been made by Maine’s state government that immigration officers are
prohibited from entering these locations without a valid judicial warrant, and workers
at these places are not allowed to provide voluntary consent to all immigration
officers to enter.

Additionally, LD 2106 provides guidance that these places are prohibited from
voluntarily providing immigration information they may have about Maine residents



to immigration officers, unless presented with a valid judicial warrant or otherwise
required by law.

Accordingly, LD 2106 protects the rights and safety of vulnerable Maine residents,
including children, workers at public schools, healthcare facilities, daycares, and
libraries, and serves key public policy interests, including making sure all Maine
children receive an education and public health information is freely shared.



