LD 1383 - An Act to Require State Divestment From Perpetrators of International Human Rights
Violations
January 21, 2026

Senator Baldacci, Representative Salisbury and members of the committee. My name is Aurelia
Blackstock and | am a resident of Chelsea. | am writing in support of LD 1383.

In 2021, | worked for Maine Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS) and contributed to the
Maine Public Employees Retirement System (MPERS). During my role at OCFS, | supported the
health and safety of all families and empowered them to access the resources needed to reach
their dreams. Health, safety, and the ability to freely pursue hopes and dreams is something
that all families everywhere in the world deserve. It is alarming to me that the hard earned
money of Maine public employees is being funneled straight to corporations such as Palantir
and Boeing who are directly profiting from the ongoing Palestinian genocide of families,
generations, and an entire people. | do not want my MPERS contributions to continue funding
these global atrocities. It is shameful to know that some of the money | will use for my
retirement was made from the blood of families and their hopes and dreams.

Again, | strongly recommend that you support this bill. Thank you.
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contributed to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System (MPERS). During my
role at OCFS, I supported the health and safety of all families and empowered them to
access the resources needed to reach their dreams. Health, safety, and the ability to
freely pursue hopes and dreams is something that all families everywhere in the world
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