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Senator Anne Beebe-Center, Chair
Representative Travis Hasenfus, Chair
Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety
100 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

Dear Senator Beebe-Center, Representative Hasenfus, and Members of the CJPS Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation’s (the Department) concerns with LD 1917. The Department is an umbrella
regulatory agency that includes the Bureaus of Insurance, Consumer Credit Protection, and
Financial Institutions; the Offices of Securities and Professional and Occupational Regulation
(OPOR); and five affiliated licensing boards, including the Boards of Medicine, Osteopathic
Medicine, Nursing, Optometry, and Professional Engineers. Collectively, the Department’s
mission is to protect the public through effective professional and occupational licensing,
financial regulation, and consumer protection.

LD 1917 would allow the sealing of certain criminal history records if the crime was a current or
former Class E crime (including convictions for unlicensed practice under Title 10 Section 8003-
C), certain crimes that happened before January 30, 2017, and where the conduct that lead to the
conviction is no longer a crime.

The Department opposes LD 1917 because it would impair the ability of Department agencies
and affiliated boards to conduct meaningful criminal background checks on individuals seeking
licensure or renewal. Criminal history information, including related to those crimes defined as
“eligible crimes” under this bill, is a critical tool that the Department uses to fulfill its public
protection responsibilities and its obligations pursuant to various interstate licensing

compacts. That criminal history review can reveal conduct that is highly relevant to

an agency’s or board’s responsibility to ensure applicants are qualified to be entrusted with a
license in a particular field or to impose appropriate safeguards, monitoring, or conditions on
applicants or licensees to protect the public.
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