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Dan Davis
Porter
LD 1829

LD1829 - No rural capacity to prevent cost of sprawl

Senators and Representatives,

In order to reduce the negative and unsustainable impacts of the cost of sprawl, these
types of housing expansion bills intended to meet our 2030 housing goals need to be
directed in statute specifically to our 83 'Service Centers' defined in law first, not
across the entire state as a one-size fits all approach, as we know that most
communities are unequipped to absorb sudden rapid changes and increasing unfunded
mandates -https://www.maine.gov/dacf/municipalplanning/service centers.shtml

https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/30-A/title30-Asec4349-A.html

Most of this State has no municipal inspection capacity now (based on SFMO
records), and we will have even less with mandated expansions in areas with no
community services or tax base to support it. A bill intended to help mitigate
one-size-fits-all state development mandates was LD1417 by assisting community
Local Health Officers and Fire Chief/Warden, but this was recently killed in
committee.

Ironically, communities that are best prepared for rapid developmental changes in law
to meet our 2030 housing goals are over 10,000 in population.

In smaller communities, there will be increased environmental as well as public health
and safety deterioration exacerbated by broad-brush state-wide mandates.

The amount of dysfunction in assessing, planning, land use, and most of all, local
inspections and enforcement, in communities under 10,000 in population is
astounding, even in communities that already claim to evenly and consistently
administer and enforce MUBEC.

Please consider amending LD18299 and other housing expansion bills to indicate that
these proposals are to be tested in communities defined by Title 30-A Section 4349-A
in the legal construct. We really need to fix local service labor issues before
mandating expansion, or Maine will be paying a long-term price for it.

Thank you,

Dan Davis

Porter Code Enforcement Officer/LPI #2202

Email: ceo@portermaine.org

Cell: (207) 256-4522

Address: 71 Main Street, Porter, Maine 04068

Hours: 2 pm to 6 pm on Wednesdays, or by Appointment



