Testimony opposing LD104
Honorable members of the Joint Standing Committee of Veterans and Legal Affairs,
My name is Virginia Milton, of Gardiner and | am submitting testimony in opposition to LD104.

To begin with | am not fundamentally opposed to Cannabis testing. | am a patient as well as a caregiver. |
care deeply about providing patients with safe and effective medicine. | am also a mother and a
grandmother. | take seriously the responsibility of making safe and effective medicine. There was a time
when | did not think of cannabis as medicine. | can promise you that no one would have ever predicted
that | would be involved in a family cannabis business. A close family member suffering from chronic pain
had exhausted every option using doctor prescribed pharmaceuticals with no relief and often horrible side
effects. It is medical cannabis that finally made a difference for our family member. Watching this firsthand
completely changed how | perceive cannabis use and its place in our society.

If enacted, this bill would negatively impact what medicine is available to patients and be financially
devastating to small medical cannabis businesses and employees as well as patients and communities.

At our grow each of the flower rooms in any given cycle contains anywhere from five to eight different
cultivars. The competitive market in Maine demands variety. And that variety as well as the high quality of
Maine’s medical cannabis makes Maine special and provides the opportunity for much more tailored
medicine for patients. They have broad needs and preferences. In addition it is not a viable option for us
to grow just one or two strains per harvest. We could not sell that volume of one strain.

If enacted this bill would require us to do five to eight unique tests from each of our harvests. With testing
costs of $550 per test. This bill would create an added financial burden of $2750 to $4400 per harvest.
Downward pricing pressure in the Maine Medical Cannabis market over the last several years leaves us
absolutely no chance of passing on these higher costs to our customers. The added cost and
administrative burden would very likely put us and many other growers out of business. This would leave
patients without access to their trusted medicine as well as many jobs and tax revenues lost.

One of my biggest issues with the current state of testing in Maine is that there is not consistency. We
have sent out the same cannabis to be tested at multiple labs at the same time and gotten back very
different results. In my mind a much better avenue would be for Maine to establish a state lab which would
have a primary goal of setting a standard of testing in the state and using best testing practices to ensure
consumer safety.

The Medical Cannabis Caregivers of Maine already have tracking. We have trip tickets and invoices, as
required by law. Adding an inventory tracking system such as METRC would add another layer of
administrative and financial burden to our business. As demonstrated by things happening outside of
Maine right now such systems do not reliably provide what is promised.

| believe Maine can do better than LD104 to ensure safety and legal compliance in the Maine Medical
Cannabis market. | respectfully ask for you to vote AGAINST LD 104. Thank you very much for your time
and your service.



