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Dear Chair Carney, Chair Kuhn, and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee,

The Maine State Nurses Association/National Nurses Organizing Committee/National Nurses
United (MSNA), representing more than 4,000 registered nurses and health care professionals
providing patient care in our state, urges the Committee to oppose LD 1432, a vicious attack
on transgender people that asks the Maine legislature to take away human rights
protections from people in Maine.

LD 1432 would permit discrimination on the basis of gender identity in employment, housing,
educational opportunity, access to public accommodations, and credit transactions. It would
allow Mainers to be fired from their jobs, refused housing, and denied participation in society
just because they are transgender. When lowa passed a similar bill earlier this year, it was the
first state to ever remove civil rights protections from a previously protected class.! Maine must
not follow in Iowa’s shameful footsteps.

Supporters of this bill have claimed that they are trying to protect Maine’s access to federal
funding by capitulating to the Trump administration’s demands to kick a child out of her school
sports team.? This demand is part of the Trump administration’s rollout of several policies
attacking and endangering transgender Americans’ health, safety, and lives. President Trump
made clear during his campaign that this small group of people were a top target for
demonization, and his policy agenda so far has demonstrated his willingness to not only target
trans people with dangerous rhetoric, but also with dangerous policies not backed by science or
medicine.?
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Giving in to an authoritarian’s demand to target a vulnerable minority group for discrimination
only empowers them to ask for greater cruelties against more people. By contrast, standing up to
the administration has already shown results—USDA agreed to end an unlawful freeze on
funding to Maine after Maine sued the agency.* Nurses and patients are already suffering from
illegal impoundment of science and health funding, dismantling of health agencies, VA staffing
cuts, and attacks on unions by the federal government.® The idea that sacrificing trans rights will
protect funding to Maine is either hopelessly naive or cover for bigotry.

Trans people are our patients, our colleagues, our neighbors, our family members, and members
of our communities and our profession. They will not be erased, ignored, demonized, or
ostracized so long as there are nurses in this state with the hearts to care for them. We strongly
urge the committee to oppose LD 1432.

Sincerely,

? - <
(/t/"La/Zw /i,_/&,‘/ JR N
Coralie (Cokie) Giles, RN

President, Maine State Nurses Association
Vice-President, National Nurses United
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