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Good Morning, Senator Tepler, Representative Gramlich, and Members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. On behalf of Maine Medical Association
(MMA), Maine Osteopathic Association (MOA), and Maine Public Health Association (MPHA),
we write in support of LD 1870 — An Act to Establish a Climate Superfund Cost Recovery Program
to Impose Penalties on Climate Polluters.

MMA is a professional organization representing more than 4,000 physicians, residents, and
medical students in Maine. MMA’s mission is to support Maine physicians, advance the quality of
medicine in Maine, and promote the health of all Maine people. MOA is a professional organization
representing more than 1,200 osteopathic physicians, residents, and medical students in Maine
whose mission is to serve the Osteopathic profession of the State of Maine through a coordinated
effort of professional education, advocacy, and member services to ensure the availability of quality
osteopathic health care to the people of this State. MPHA is the state’s oldest, largest, and most
diverse association for public health professionals. MPHA represents more than 850 individuals and
70 organizational members across the state. MPHA’s mission is to advance the health of all people
and places in Maine.

Health professionals are responsible for helping to identify health risks associated with
environmental exposures; educate patients, consumers and communities about these risks; and
advocate for policies that support a healthier population. Environmental health and human health
are intertwined. For example, air and water pollution from fossil fuel-burning power plants and
vehicle tailpipes contribute to lung and heart disease.! Higher temperatures from a changing climate
contribute to heat-related illness and vector-borne disease.? Extreme weather events can cause
power outages that disrupt electronic medical equipment or refrigeration needed to keep
medications cold.? Environmental toxins and plastic pollution are associated with cancer and
endocrine disruption.*

There are myriad examples demonstrating the relationship between human and environmental
health. As health professionals, we must pay attention to these relationship, understanding the
underlying causes of illnesses that we try to prevent — and may end up treating. We must also
advocate for policy solutions that improve environmental health and thus reduce the human health
costs and burden of these conditions.

Our organizations support LD 1870 because it holds polluting industries accountable for their
contributions to worsening environmental and human health. By requiring the most significant



corporate polluters to pay their fair share for the damages their industries cause, Mainers can be
compensated for the care and resources they need to adapt.

Thank you for considering the thoughts of Maine’s physicians and public health experts. We hope
you will support LD 1870. Thank you.
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