
Testimony	Opposing	LD	104	and	LD	1847	
Submitted	to	the	Committee	on	Veterans	and	Legal	Affairs	
By	Jackson	McLeod,	CEO,	Atlantic	Farms	
	
Distinguished	Chairs	and	Members	of	the	Committee,	
	
My	name	is	Jackson	McLeod.	I	am	a	resident	of	Somerville,	Maine,	and	the	CEO	and	Co-founder	of	
Atlantic	Farms—an	employee-owned	cannabis	company	serving	both	the	Adult	Use	and	Medical	
markets.	My	background	is	in	mechanical	engineering,	and	I’ve	been	a	medical	cannabis	cardholder	and	
caregiver	since	2012.	
	
In	2024,	Atlantic	Farms	served	5,142	medical	customers	across	61,344	transactions	and	4,443	adult	use	
customers	across	43,250	transactions.	We	grow	cannabis	in	greenhouses	and	outdoor	fields,	following	
seasonal,	sun-grown	practices.	
	
This	hands-on	experience	has	given	me	deep	insight	into	the	regulatory	impacts	on	both	markets.	As	a	
business	leader,	my	responsibility	is	to	build	a	sustainable,	Maine-based	company.	That	requires	
profitability.	And	in	my	experience,	excessive	regulation—especially	when	poorly	targeted—directly	
undermines	that	goal.	
	
In	2024,	we	spent	$5,970	on	product	testing	for	our	medical	operations,	while	our	Adult	Use	operation	
incurred	$42,818	in	testing	costs—despite	being	similar	in	size.	This	massive	disparity	has	not	
translated	into	a	meaningful	difference	in	product	quality	or	consumer	safety.	
	
One	of	the	main	arguments	advanced	in	support	of	LD	104	and	LD	1847	is	that	medical	cannabis	
products	would	not	pass	Adult	Use	testing	standards	for	yeast	and	mold.	Following	OCP’s	testing	
initiative,	news	articles	claimed	that	most	medical	samples	failed	AU	compliance	thresholds	for	total	
yeast	and	mold.	In	one	of	those	articles,	the	OCP	director	cited	the	American	Herbal	Pharmacopoeia	
(AHP)	as	the	basis	for	the	10,000	CFU/g	threshold.	
	
I	purchased	the	AHP	publication	to	better	understand	that	claim.	While	the	document	does	recommend	
a	10,000	CFU/g	limit	for	immunocompromised	individuals,	the	very	next	paragraph	begins	by	stating:	
	
	 “It	is	important	to	note	that	microbial	and	fungal	values	do	not	typically	represent	pass	or	fail	
criteria.”	

	
The	text	further	explains	that	these	microbes	are	naturally	occurring	and	generally	harmless	to	healthy	
individuals.	This	aligns	with	my	lived	experience:	full-term,	outdoor	cannabis	flower	often	would	not	
pass	AU	testing	but	has	been	safely	consumed	for	generations.	
	
This	confirms	my	belief	that	the	current	testing	standards	are	less	about	consumer	safety	and	more	
about	unnecessary	regulatory	control.	Not	only	do	these	rules	raise	costs,	but	they	may	actually	degrade	
product	quality	through	remediation	techniques	like	radiation.	Furthermore,	selectively	citing	studies	to	
advance	regulatory	agendas	erodes	trust	in	the	Office	of	Cannabis	Policy.	
	
The	caregiver	community’s	resistance	to	expanded	testing	and	seed-to-sale	tracking	is	not	about	
avoiding	accountability—it’s	about	survival.	The	costs	associated	with	these	changes	will	force	many	
small,	local	businesses	to	close.	
	
Rather	than	replicate	the	burdens	of	the	Adult	Use	framework	in	the	Medical	program,	I	urge	this	
committee	to	consider	improving	the	existing	AU	regulations	and	preserving	the	distinct,	community-
based	model	that	the	Medical	market	has	sustained	for	years.	



	
For	these	reasons,	I	respectfully	oppose	LD	104	and	LD	1847.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	time	and	consideration.	
	
Respectfully,	
Jackson	McLeod	
CEO	&	Co-founder,	Atlantic	Farms	
Somerville,	Maine	
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I respectfully oppose LD 104. Please see my attached written testimony. 
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